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Ways to Worship
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Starting October 11, we will once again be gathering in our church building for in-person worship. There will be one service at 9:30 AM. We
will be offering Children’s Programming. Masks
will be required and social distancing will be
practiced. Please RSVP to reserve a seat for our
9:30 in-person service.

In the absence of Elders, the Deacons formed a Steering Committee to administer the affairs of the church until new leadership can be confirmed at the
Annual Congregational Meeeting, scheduled for Sunday, December 6th. Several major goals have been established including the nomination and election of
new elders, updating the church by-laws, shepherding, better member involvement, and improved communication with the congregation. The Steering
Committee will host an update meeting for the congregation immediately
following our worship service on October 18th at approximately 10:45 AM.

The Steering Committee includes Jim Black, Paul Erhman, Mark Kennedy,
John LaJeunesse, Bill Nuhring, Russell Nuhring, Bill Trebley, and Richard Zeigler. Bill Nuhring and John LaJeunesse, both former elders, will act as the
nominating team responsible for presenting a slate of candidates for eldership
to the congregation on December 6th. A few men have come forward to lead
the church but there is still need for a few others. If you feel called to be a
church Elder, we encourage you to please contact either Bill or John.
The Steering Committee is also reviewing the church by-laws and considering
an updated revisions. It is expected that a revised draft of the by-laws will be
available for member review by the end of October. This draft will be presented for approval at the annual congregational meeting on Sunday, Dec. 6th.

SUNDAYS ONLINE
Effective Sunday, October 11, the interactive
worship service will be streamed live and only
available at 9:30 AM. This interactive worship
service will allow people to chat together and
interact during the service. You can log in 15
minutes prior to the start of service to chat and
you can stay up to 15 minutes after service
ends. At the completion of that service, a copy
will be available on our website for replay. We
are thankful for the technology to share our
worship experience with those who are not able
to attend in person..
SUNDAYS ON ETC CHANNEL 905
Each Sunday at 9:30am you can watch our previous week’s service on ETC’s Good News
Channel 905. This content will also be available
anytime to customers with Video On Demand.
SUNDAYS ON WRBI 103.9 FM
Each Sunday at 8:30 AM you can listen to our
previous week’s sermon on WRBI radio.
SUNDAY SERMON ONLY (AUDIO ONLY)
If you would prefer to listen to only the sermon
from each week, you can do so on our website,
www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/resources/
listen-online--2020

Batesville Christian Church exists to glorify God all our days by making disciples who make disciples.

The Path Forward (cont’d)
Last, the Committee hired church consultant, Dr. David Ray, to facilitate the
transition of our church leadership. David served Cincinnati Christian University
for over twenty years, including as Interim President. He also served as Senior
Minister at two large churches in the Cincinnati area. For us, David will attend
Steering Committee meetings and congregational gatherings. He will observe,
critique, assist in planning, foster communication, and provide other assistance
through both group and one-on-one interactions with key leaders. Further, David
has agreed to fill the pulpit for several upcoming Sundays.
The Committee has met with Bryce Hotchkiss, Mark Bond, and a former Elder to
better understand the events and difficulties that occurred during recent weeks.
We believe the healing process has begun and look forward to continued progress in the weeks ahead.
Questions or concerns can be addressed to The Steering Committee via email at
steering@batesvillechristianchurch.org.

Save the Dates
Sunday, October 4

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

50th Anniversary Launch Party
Join us at 10:00 AM at Liberty Park for
worship and fellowship. Bring a lunch
to enjoy with us after worship, and
celebrate all that God has done and
continues to do

Steering Committee Update Meeting
The Steering Committee will host an
update meeting for the congregation
immediately following our worship
service on October 18th at approximately 10:45 AM.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 9-11

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

Family Camp—Mahoning Valley
Family Camp at Mahoning Valley
Christian Service Camp will be October 9-11, 2020. More details and registration are available on the camp website: https://mahoningvalley.org/
family. Registration costs cover only
food and lodging. All other costs
(guest speakers, snacks, and supplies)
are covered by donations.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
Church Office Closed
The church office will be closed Monday, October 12th. Regular office hours
will resume Tuesday, October 13th.

Drive-Thru Holiday Carnival
Join us in the parking lot of Batesville
Christian Church between 6 and 8 PM
for a fun, hands-free drive-thru holiday
extravaganza! Wear a costume, win
prizes, and more! See flyer insert for
details.

Missions Update
HAITIAN CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES
Compared to the United States and many
other countries, Haiti has managed its response to COVID-19 well. A country of 11.2
million souls, they have had 8,541 cases and
just 220 deaths. Contrast those numbers
with Indiana, which has a populations of 6.7
million with over 119,000 cases of COVID-19
and 3,577 deaths from the disease. All of Haitian Christian Ministries’ church locations
began holding worship services with new
restrictions and guidelines designed to keep
worshipers safe. Schools in both Pillatre and
Lory have returned to in-person classes. The
schools will attempt to hold remedial classes
at the beginning of 2020-2021 school year to
prepare high schoolers for nationwide exams
on October 9. After that the new school year
will begin in earnest during early November.
Recently Batesville Christian Church participated with other sponsoring churches to
help fund a $40,000 container of meals that
will provide over 250,000 meals designed to
meet all minimum daily nutritional needs for
an adult. This became necessary because of
the COVID-19 shutdown, which made an
already impoverished area face an even more
desperate situation. The absence of tourism
and other economic activity has depressed
the local currency making food, which is
mostly imported, doubly expensive. To illustrate, one US dollar when our two teams
went to Haiti in 2017 would convert into 64
gourde locally. As of September of 2020, one
US dollar is the equivalent of 106 gourde, and
increase of 165%.

Also all students who attend Pillatre and
Lory schools receive a full lunch and multiAnnual Congregational Meeting
vitamins each day of the school year. This is
Following worship will be the Annual where a major part of our Sunday school doCongregational Meeting at which the
nations went when our group met prior to
proposed 2021 budget, proposed
the pandemic. Because Sunday School classes
changes to the church by-laws, and the have not been meeting, those donations have
ballot of Deacon and Elders nominees
not been flowing. Therefore, The Missions
will be voted on.
Team asks if those of you who were faithful

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

— continued on page 3

Missions
Children’s
Update (cont’d) Ministry Re-Opening
donors in the past would consider making
a specific donation, in addition to your
normal giving, to help the 10 students we
sponsor. We have a commitment of $3,600
to support those 10 children each year. The
Mission Team is committed to continuing
our support into the future and we appreciate any and all contributions to this mision. To donate, please place your donation in its
own envelope, with note in the check memo blank

indicating that your donation is specifically for
HCM.

HCM students bowing their heads in prayer
before lunch provided by the school.

There is still no clear path for visiting
groups to come and serve HCM or Welcome Home Haiti due to COVID-19 restrictions at ports of entry. While there are
many blessings that come from the support
we provide to all of our missions, the blessings flowing at HCM are so easily visible:
(1) Nearly 1,700 children fed and educated
through high school; (2) the number of
churches expanding from 3 to 5 in past 18
months; and, (3) medical treatment for the
congregational members and school children. Additionally, physical support and
some housing is being provide for older
widows. Last, Christian worship services
are now taking place in some very remote
areas where voodoo is the culture, and the
Gospel of Jesus had not been shared.
Please pray for our ministers, teachers, and
nurses working in HCM’s 5 churches.
Please pray for the health and spiritual
development of these 1,700 children, and
that God will use HCM to spread the light
of Christ throughout Northern Haiti!

by RACHEL bond

We know some parents are excited
about our Children’s Ministry reopening inside the church building, and
we understand some parents aren’t
comfortable with that right now. That’s
okay. Whether you choose to stay home
and participate online together or to
return to the building, we respect your
decision as you know what is best for
your family.
On Sunday, October 11th, we will reopen our Children’s Wing with some
transformations:

1. We will offer a Family Room. If you’re
uncomfortable sending your child
(ren) to either the nursery or Discovery Club, you now have a space where
you can watch your child and enjoy
worship service together. Children are
always welcome in the sanctuary, and
I’ve also been “that” mother who has
carried her screaming child out of a
service to find a quieter place to go
while still being able to join in the
Worship Service. There is a nursing
mother’s room here as well. There will
not be any toys in this room and it
won’t be staffed. The Family Room is
the first room in the Children’s Hallway in what used to be the nursery.
You will have to check-in at the check
-in desk.
2. Our nursery is being moved to the
previous Discovery Club Room. The
nursery is for children 3 years old and
younger. This bigger room will give
the kids room to play while maintaining distance from each other. Snacks
will not be offered, except to babies

needing bottles. We will have tables in
the hallway where we ask that parents
leave their diaper bag. Toys will be
washed between uses or placed in a
dirty toy bag to be cleaned later. We
will have a friendly greeter at the
check-in desk who will type in your
phone number and let you grab your
tags. We look forward to sharing
God’s love with our littlest church
friends.
3. We’re going ‘Under the Big Top’ in our
Discovery Club for potty-trained 3year-olds through 5th grade. Discovery
Club will be located downstairs in the
Fellowship Hall, allowing us to have
more space for learning about God
with our friends. We will keep the
kids socially distanced and we ask that
all children attending bring masks to
wear when social distancing isn’t possible. Parents can check kids in at the
top of the stairs by the café area and
the kids can walk themselves down (if
they’re comfortable). We’re kicking off
our time back together with a circus
theme learning about the gifts God
gives us. It’s going to be so fun and
edifying.
We’re looking forward to seeing our
BCC families! We are here to encourage
parents and kids to draw closer together
and closer to God. If you’d like to have fun
and help kids of all ages learn about God, we
would love to have you volunteer to join our
team. Please email me to find out more.

rbond@batesvillechristianchurch.org

To my dear family of Batesville Christian Church,
It is with the sincerest of gratitude that I am writing this letter to thank you all from the bottom of my heart (and Kelsey’s as well) for the
time that we got to serve at Batesville Christian Church. We have always been amazed and appreciative of how warmly you all received Kelsey, Chandler, Brannigan, and me from the very first time we met, and we are so grateful for how you’ve welcomed us into your hearts.
Though our time at Batesville Christian Church did not end in the way we expected and was much shorter than we planned or hoped for, we
will forever feel blessed by the time we had with you all as we partnered together in ministry. After many prayers, several conversations with
the Steering Committee, and discussions between Kelsey and myself, it has been mutually agreed upon that it is not in the best interest of our
family or the church family to pursue reinstatement as the Lead Pastor of Batesville Christian Church. We have only ever wanted what is
best for BCC, and we absolutely believe the Steering Committee is seeking the same for this incredible church family. While we had initially
hoped it may be God’s will to utilize us in the ministry of healing and reconciliation here, we trust that He has a candidate in mind to better
facilitate that process given the nature of this difficult situation. We firmly believe that God has amazing things in store for BCC. People in
this wonderful community still need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ, and we know BCC will continue to be a pillar of His light in this
area. In the same way, we trust Him to send our family where we can be best used for His glory and to continue to grow the Kingdom in the
ways that He sees fit. Undoubtedly, that does not mean that parting ways is easy for us because we deeply love this body. The congregation
of BCC is one of a kind. Your encouragement, support, love, kindness, and generosity for our family will never be forgotten. We appreciate
you more than we can adequately express. We have no doubt that God has great things in store for BCC, and we will be fervently praying for
and championing Christ’s church here in Batesville. That being said, I hope that you will afford me a few moments of your time to express my
gratitude and encouragement as you all look to the future.
First, I want to thank the phenomenal staff of BCC. Mark, Rachel, and Sarah, you accepted us into your lives from day one, and it was an immeasurable joy to work with you everyday. I am forever grateful for the time we had to do ministry together, the impact God allowed us to
have, and the friendship that we formed. I could not have asked for a better team through this journey (especially in navigating ministry
through an unprecedented pandemic), and I will miss you tremendously.
Second, I would like to thank the Steering Committee for their selflessness in trying to move BCC onward into brighter days for productive
ministry. We are grateful to have had discussions regarding how to move forward into the future and been involved in communications that
were helpful and healing for Kelsey and me as we look ahead. Thank you to those who have selflessly stepped up to lead during this pivotal
and important time. I have great respect and admiration for this team of men who have the best interests of BCC at heart, and I will continue
to pray for them daily in the decisions and discussions that lay ahead.
Third, I want to express my gratitude to those of you who welcomed us and treated us like family. So many of you have reached out through
cards, letters, phone calls, emails, meals, messages, gifts, and more to encourage us during this season. What a blessing! Those points of contact have made such a difference to us and have made us feel so very loved! Thank you to all of you who invited us into your homes and came
to our home throughout our time here. Thank you for the meals we enjoyed together and the memories and laughter that resulted. I am grateful for the many meaningful conversations that took place with those of who shared your joys and struggles with me and bared your hearts
and hurts to me as a pastor; that is a privilege I don’t take lightly. Thank you to those of you who allowed me to visit you in the hospital or
after surgeries even when your hair wasn’t done and you had to wear embarrassing gowns. It was such an honor to be there for those of you
who were joining your lives together in marriage or were mourning the loss of a loved one and rested on the hope of heaven. Being a part of
BCC and this community was a joy that Kelsey and I could hardly ever expected 18 months ago, and we have come to love each of you so
much. We are eternally grateful for the role that you have played (and hope you will continue to play from afar) in our lives.

Lastly, I hope to encourage you to continue to pursue Christ first and foremost in your lives. I echo the words that Paul spoke in Philippians
1:3-6: “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Especially during this time of
COVID and the questions surrounding the church’s future, I know it can be tempting to be disconnected and try to pursue Jesus devoid of
community, but I want to encourage you to continue to be connected through the church. Though our time in ministry at BCC has come to
an end, we have such great hope for your future as a church. While we have been beyond honored to serve at BCC, it was never about us; just
as it is not about us now. We played but a small part in a parade of others helping people to find and follow Jesus, and we hope that you will
continue to serve faithfully as God moves us to another ministry opportunity to accomplish that same purpose. God has great things ahead
for His church in Batesville! We welcome staying connected with each of you (bhotchkiss12@gmail.com, mrskhotchkiss@gmail.com), and we
will continue to pray for this amazing body of believers. Thank you doesn’t always seem sufficient in circumstances like these, but please
know that our words are matched with incredibly grateful hearts. You are so loved and appreciated. We will continue to cheer for you regardless of where God leads us, and you will always remain as a part of our hearts!

With the greatest of love and gratitude,
Bryce Hotchkiss

1294 Columbus Avenue
Batesville, IN 47006
812-934-5147
www.batesvillechristianchurch.org
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LEAD PASTOR

TBD

YOUTH PASTOR

TBD

WORSHIP MINISTER

Mark Bond
mbond@batesvillechristianchurch.org

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR Rachel Bond
rbond@batesvillechristianchurch.org
STEERING
COMMITTEE

DEACONS

Jim Black
Bill Nuhring
Paul Ehrman
Russell Nuhring
Mark Kennedy Bill Trebley
John LaJeunese Richard Zeigler
steering@batesvillechristianchurch.org
George Bley
Darren Cole
Mike Daulton
Paul Ehrman
Greg Glaub
Doug Haldeman

Gary Najmon
Russell Nuhring
Tyler Oda
Bill Trebley (Treasurer)
Richard Zeigler
Jeremy Ziegler

deacons@batesvillechristianchurch.org

Are you on our Email list?
Would you like to receive our weekly email
or receive a digital copy of this newsletter?
Email the church office and let us know at
admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE
6th

13th

20th

27th

In-Person Attendance

117

135

94

97

Online Attendance

46

25

24

29

Total Attendance

163

160

118

140

SEPTEMBER GIVING
Month

YTD

BUDGET

General

$24,790

$301,636

84%

Missions(15%)

$4,375

$53,229

84%

