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Batesville Christian Church  

Freedom…it has a different feel this year than previous years as we have felt 

“captive” to a tiny little virus, doesn’t it?  

 

I remember back in March when the COVID-19 shutdown was first taking 

place, on a conference call with Tim Putnam—the CEO of Margaret Mary—

when addressing how long until we could open things back up again, he said, 

“At this point, if I could celebrate the 4th of July in a normal capacity, I would 

be happy.” At the time, it seemed unfathomable that things could stay closed 

that long, and while things are increasingly opening back up, here we are. But 

it also has caused me to reflect on what a normal celebration of Independence 

Day looks like. Sure there are barbecues and fireworks, parades and flags, but 

what should be our focus in it all? Specifically as Christians, how do we cele-

brate Independence Day? While not being a religious holiday, I think Inde-

pendence Day can be a time for us to express our gratitude for the freedoms 

that we have. Of course, we celebrate Independence Day as the day the 

Founding Fathers signed the Declaration of Independence and pledged “their 

lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor” in pursuit of political freedom 

from Great Britain. All 56 signers of the Declaration were willing to endure 

threats, imprisonment, and torture for the cause of freedom. Now this never 

meant that our country would be perfect. There is still much division that 

needs healed and things that we could certainly do better, but so many sacri-

ficed so much so that we could have the rights, expressions, and freedoms we 

have that make our country so unique.  

A Kingdom of Freedom  

by Bryce hotchkiss 

Batesville Christian Church exists to glorify God all our days by making disciples who make disciples. 

Tidings Glad 

Ways to Worship 
 

SUNDAYS IN PERSON 

We are once again gathering in person for Sun-

day worship at 8:30 AM with some restrictions. 

Seat reservations are required for each person 

attending. CLICK HERE to reserve your seat or 

call the church office. More details inside. 

 

SUNDAYS ONLINE 

We will be livetreaming our Sunday services in 

our typical format online at http://

www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/sunday. 

From this launching page, you can engage with 

others in a chat forum while participating in the 

service together at the link provided at 8:30 AM 

(live) or 11:00 AM (rebroadcast). More details 

inside. 

 

SUNDAYS ON ETC CHANNEL 905 

We are very thankful that Enhanced Telecom-

munications Corporation established The Good 

News Channel, a TV channel designed for local 

churches to shared pre-recorded services. Con-

tent will appear on ETC Channel 905. BCC’s 

service should air at 9:30 AM on Sundays. This 

content will also be available to customers with 

Video On Demand. 

 

SUNDAYS ON WRBI 103.9 FM 

Each Sunday at 8:30 AM you can listen to our 

previous week’s sermon on WRBI radio. 

 

SUNDAY SERMON ONLY (AUDIO ONLY) 

If you would prefer to listen to only the sermon 

from each week, you can do so on our website, 

www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/resources/

listen-online--2020 

http://batesvillechristianchurch.org/sunday/rsvp
http://www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/sunday
http://www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/sunday
http://www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/resources/listen-online--2020
http://www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/resources/listen-online--2020


Safe Passage, a shelter for victims of domestic 

and sexual violence, has many fundraising 

events to maintain their important services, 

including Handbags for Hope this August. Be-

cause of the COVID-19 pandemic, we will not 

have a live event at the high school, instead 

replacing it with a virtual online bidding event 

that kicks off August 8th. 

 

Batesville Christian Church is the host church 

this year. Although our volunteering needs are 

greatly pared down, we still can use your help 

to prepare. On Monday, August 3rd from 12:00- 

3:00 PM in Fellowship Hall, Liz Gratz would 

like to have 4 volunteers help prepare 50 hand-

bags for the virtual auction. This involves stuff-

ing the bags, filling them with items, gift certif-

icates, etc., and then tying them with bows and 

tags. Please contact Liz at 812-528-7120 if you 

can help on Monday, August 3rd. 

 

Our other need is for volunteers to greet people 

at Batesville Memorial Library where these 

bags will be on display from Monday – Friday, 

August 10-14. One person is needed during 

each 2-hour time slot: 10:00 -12:00, 12:00-2:00 

and 2:00-4:00. There will be information at the 

display table explaining how to bid online and 

how these bags support the work of Safe Pas-

sage. If you can help us during one of these 

time slots on any of these days, please contact 

Karen Trebley at 812-934-5140 or trebley 

@etczone.com.   

 

Thank you for your support. Be watching for 

other ways you can help Safe Passage with 

your gifts and take part in the online event.  

A Kingdom of Freedom (cont’d) 

 

While we take the time to celebrate the national freedoms that we enjoy (and 

often even take for granted) this month, I would also encourage you to use it as 

a spring board to meditate on and celebrate the freedoms that we have in 

Christ. Galatians 5:1 reminds us, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand 

firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” In this letter, 

Paul is reminding Christians who are attempting to return to the old system of 

law over grace that Jesus did not die and rise from the dead so that we would 

continue to live the same old lives we used to. In other words, in coming to 

Jesus, each of us of have a spiritual “Independence Day” when we celebrate the 

freedom we found in Christ. Colossians 1:13-14 (NLT) describes it this way, 

“For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of 

his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” When we recognize that 

coming to Jesus doesn’t just mean that we receive grace and forgiveness, but 

that we have now become citizens of His Kingdom, we can celebrate freedom 

on a whole new level. We are grateful for the freedoms that we have as Ameri-

cans and for the sacrifices of all who make those possible, but we are also re-

minded that as Christians we have even more freedoms to celebrate. We have 

been freed from fear, deception, addiction, worry, comparison, guilt, shame, 

idolatry, and ultimately from sin and death! We have so much to be beyond 

grateful for—more than we can even fathom—so I pray that you will join me in 

glorifying God for the many freedoms that we can celebrate every day.  

 

 

In Christ,  

Handbags 4 

Hope 

“When we recognize that coming to Jesus 

doesn’t just mean that we receive grace and 

forgiveness, but that we have now become citi-

zens of His Kingdom, we can celebrate freedom 

on a whole new level.” 

mailto:trebley%20@etczone.com?subject=Handbags%204%20Hope
mailto:trebley%20@etczone.com?subject=Handbags%204%20Hope


MISSION OF THE MONTH: 

Lakeview Bible College &  

Seminary  
 

When I reflect back on the past 6 

months, I see a profound and unpleasant 

shift in my personal world. Suspending 

for a moment my feelings about these 

personal challenges, though, I behold the 

challenges facing Peter and Cathy Ignati-

us at Lakeview Bible College & Seminary 

(LBCS) and I see they need our prayers 

more than ever! 

 

At the end of 2019, the future looked 

bright for LBCS. Peter was planning a 

visit to sponsoring churches and to at-

tend a mission conference in the USA 

during Summer ‘20. Classes were going 

well for a group of students that was 

nearly 20% larger than the previous year, 

due to a successful scholarship program. 

BCC was planning a trip to LBCS for the 

first time in our 20+ years of sponsorship. 

However, when the COVID-19 pandemic 

reached India this past March, these 

plans and this progress unraveled quick-

ly.  

 

In response to a country-wide travel ban, 

LBCS hastily evacuated all their students 

back to their hometowns. Due to group 

size and social distancing restrictions 

LBCS faculty and staff could not go on 

campus and organize distance learning. 

Peter and Cathy cancelled their summer 

visit to the USA, and BCC reluctantly 

cancelled the October mission trip to 

LBCS. Additionally, LBCS is unable con-

Glad Tidings 

Missions Update 

by GREG FULKERSON 

duct water sample testing that would 

help them design a safe drinking water 

system for the school. And from a recent 

email, we learned Cathy was diagnosed 

with breast cancer on June 12. She began 

chemotherapy the week of June 22. 

 

Despite all of these challenging updates, 

Peter’s message was full of faith. LBCS 

faculty and he are planning to begin 

online classes on July 22 for the 2020-

2021 school year. Like all the missions 

that BCC supports, I am constantly in-

spired by the purposeful faith and deter-

mination displayed in the face of chal-

lenges and setbacks encountered. It is 

humbling. Further, it encourages the BCC 

Mission Team to be as committed and 

supportive as possible to these faithful 

servants.  

 

Please pray for LBCS:  

 that God will provide the methods and 

means to support the distance learning 

required in this school year;  

 that God will personally encourage and 

build the faith and knowledge of each 

student despite their inability to be on 

campus;  

 that Peter and his fellow workers will 

be renewed and encouraged in their 

efforts; and finally,  

 that Cathy will be healed from cancer. 

 

________ 

For More Information  

Lakeview Bible College & Seminary 

Web: www.lakeviewbcs.com  

Em. registrar@lakeviewbcs.com  

Mission 

Batesville 

Plans are underway to conduct Mission 

Batesville this August. Stay tuned for 

online sign-ups for projects suitable for a 

single family or small group to complete 

while maintaining all CDC-

recommended guidelines. Most tasks will 

be arranged such that a small group of 2-

6 people could complete them in a half 

day or less, and on a day of that group’s 

choosing.  

The Mission Team is still seeking sugges-

tions for tasks that demonstrate Christ’s 

love in practical ways to those who might 

need some assistance. We are especially 

interested in tasks serving those within 

our Church body who have home projects 

they are unable to complete on their own.  

Contact Greg Fulkerson directly at 

nc10at10@gmail.com with any sugges-

tions. 

 

________ 

BCC MISSIONS TEAM  

Greg Fulkerson, Laura & Darren Cole, 

Lori Daulton, John LaJeunesse, Kathy 

Najmon, Connie Wissel  

http://www.lakeviewbcs.com
mailto:registrar@lakeviewbcs.com
mailto:nc10at10@gmail.com


Regathering Update 

Glad Tidings 

We are very excited to announce that we 

are ready to move on to the next stage of 

regathering here in our physical building 

by returning to a format similar to our pre

-COVID worship services. While we are 

not yet to a point where we feel able to 

have safe, quality in-person children’s 

services, we are excited to have worship 

music again beginning this Sunday, July 

5! 

Given that those already attending our 

physical services have done a phenomenal 

job of being so courteous, friendly, and 

respectful toward one another and our 

safeguards, we feel confident moving to 

the next stage by incorporating music 

into our worship service. We have really 

missed being able to respond to God in 

praise and worship. That being said, there 

are still some areas and safeguards that 

we would like you to remember as we 

worship together : 

 We ask those who are not feeling well 

or have underlying at-risk health con-

ditions to stay home and participate 

in the service online. 

 There is a time change taking place for 

our in person services. In Stage 1, our 

physical services were at 9:30 

AM. We will be moving our service 

time back to 8:30 AM. This will help 

us move toward a return to fully 

“normal” services, and allow us to po-

tentially add a second service time 

should our RSVP numbers necessitate 

that. 

 We will be continuing to use the 

RSVP system so that we can make 

sure we maintain the proper amount 

of space between families. We have 80 

spots open for reservation. We recom-

mend that you RSVP quickly so that 

no one has to be turned away at the 

door.  You can RSVP here or call Sarah 

at the church office (812.934.5147). 

 For the safety of others, we strongly 

recommend that you wear a mask.  In 

cases where social distancing is diffi-

cult, research has shown that masks 

greatly reduce the spread of the vi-

rus. We know that this is a conten-

tious decision, but we believe that this 

is an opportunity to practice Philippi-

ans 2:4 (“not looking to your own interests 

but each of you to the interests of the others”), 

as we can sacrifice our comfort for an 

hour to protect our brothers and sis-

ters. We are wanting masks to be as 

temporary of a measure as possible as 

we continue to learn more about the 

exposure risks in our community. 

 There will be no Sunday School clas-

ses meeting at this time. 

 There will be no nursery, preschool, or 

Discovery Club. (We will continue to 

keep this in mind as we progress 

through the government phases and 

will look to plans for public schools as 

benchmarks for safe children’s pro-

gramming.) 

 When you arrive at the building, we 

ask that you enter through the doors 

closest to the parking lot and leave 

after services through the main doors 

under the awning. 

 We request that you ensure 6 feet 

between individuals or family units of 

the same household when sitting in 

the worship center. The rows of chairs 

have been positioned farther apart to 

promote social distancing (3 chairs 

between people equals 6 feet). 

 We will avoid handing out materials 

as much as possible. (We will be 

emailing bulletins out ahead of time, 

having prepackaged communion cups, 

no coffee presently, and offering drop 

boxes.) 

 We will have bottles of hand sanitizer 

throughout various parts of the build-

ing. 

 While the building will be sanitized 

every week, we cannot, of course, 

guarantee anyone’s safety in being 

completely free of risk of contracting 

the coronavirus. 

http://batesvillechristianchurch.org/sunday/rsvp


 

Do you remember our family dedication a 

few years back with the big jars and the 

marbles? One jar was completely full with 

936 marbles, each marble representing one 

week of your child’s life from birth to age 

18. The last jar had 52 marbles, represent-

ing the last year before a child turns 18. It’s 

sobering, heart-wrenching, exciting, over-

whelming, and every emotion in-between.   

Each of us as parents has 936 weeks with 

our children. How are we spending it? 

Some of that time is for school, field trips, 

family vacation, church, shopping, work-

ing (us & them), learning to drive a car, 

ride a bike, and teaching them to walk. 

Some of it is talking about boys/girls, 

building with Legos, and shopping for 

prom and swimsuits. Not all of our mo-

ments have to be “big” moments. But, once 

a marble (a week) is gone, it doesn’t go 

back in the jar. So, while they don’t all have 

to be big, we also have to be sure we’re 

being intentional.  

 

It’s making the most of each of your mar-

bles, before they go away. From the start of 

July until school starts you have five 

weeks, five marbles. How are you going to 

spend your last 5 marbles, before they start 

the next grade?  

 

Partnering with you, 

Children’s  

Ministry 
by RACHEL BOND 

For those of you who are opting to re-

main at home to worship online for the 

time being, there will be some modifica-

tions taking place to our online offer-

ings. Thus far, we have prerecorded and 

specifically curated services to be opti-

mal for an online format. As people re-

turn to worship in person, we still rec-

ognize that many of you would like to 

continue to worship at home for now, 

and so we will continue to offer online 

services, but they may look a little dif-

ferent. 

 

Beginning with this change on Sunday, 

July 5th, our offerings online will now 

be a livestream of what is happening in 

our building. Our livestream will allow 

us to capture our services within our 

worship center from 3 cameras as well 

as show our onscreen content. While 

we have spent a lot of time and received 

some grant money to make this technol-

ogy possible, it still comes with limita-

tions on our broadcast ability. Here is an 

overview of how things may be differ-

ent: 

 You will be able to access the 

livestream content of our service 

from our church website: http://

www.batesvillechristianchurch.org/

sunday. From this launching page, 

you can continue to engage with 

others in a chat forum while partici-

pating in the service together at the 

link provided at 8:30 AM (live) 

or 11:00 AM(rebroadcast of 

the 8:30 AM service). 

 Due to our streaming license require-

ments, we are not able to keep our 

video services archived. The sermon 

audio will still be available through 

our website and podcast.  If you can’t 

join us in person for worship, we 

highly encourage you to engage with 

our online community at 8:30 

AM or 11:00 AM. 

 We will post a link weekly to 

our Facebook page to encourage users 

to join us in our online community 

during the livestream service times. 

 Some have mentioned they really enjoy 

having the worship lyrics at the bot-

tom lower-third of our screen during 

the worship and the ability to see our 

worship team at the same time. Unfor-

tunately, that will not be possible for 

us at this time in our livestream capa-

bilities. The lyrics will be full screen. 

 ETC Good News Channel 905 at 9:30 

AM and WRBI sermon broadcast at 

8:30 AM will now be one week de-

layed. We do not have the ability to 

livestream content to these providers, 

so we will have them replay the previ-

ous week’s service. The services on 

ETC and WRBI for Sunday, July 

5th, will be a repeat of services from 

June 28th and each week’s broadcast 

will continue forward from then. 

We are certainly thankful to have this 

technology available to serve both those in 

the worship center and those far outside 

our walls. If you would like to volunteer 

as part of this ministry that livestreams 

our services, please contact Mark Bond for 

more information on how you can be 

trained to serve. 

Online Worship  

Update 
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JUNE ATTENDANCE 

 7th 14th 21st 28th 

In-Person Attendance 0 52 31 26 

Online Attendance 199 238 133 146 

Total Attendance 199 290 164 166 

JUNE GIVING 

 
Month YTD   BUDGET 

General $36,002  $208,675 88% 

Missions(15%) $6,353 $36,824 88% 

Are you on our Email list? 

Would you like to receive our weekly email 

or  receive a digital copy of this newsletter?   

Email the church office and let us know at  

admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org 

1294 Columbus Avenue 

Batesville, IN 47006 

812-934-5147 

www.batesvillechristianchurch.org 
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LEAD PASTOR  Bryce Hotchkiss 
   bhotchkiss@batesvillechristianchurch.org 

YOUTH PASTOR TBD 
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CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR Rachel Bond 
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ELDERS   Chris Campbell 
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   Kip Main 
   Jack Schiller 
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