
Study Guide for - Your Relational Toolbox 
Summary of this week’s message: 
Welcome to our in-between weeks of sermon series. Over the next 2 weeks we will take a break from 
series and have 2 powerful sermons on different things we can all grow in. This week’s was all about 
relationships. All of us have relationships. Romantic ones, professional ones, casual ones, etc. Well we took 
a look at a text that for many of us we probably never looked at in regards to our more intimate 
relationships. But it’s a great passage for all of our relationships we find ourselves in. Typically when we 
read this passage we think of those who “differ” from our viewpoint on life. But upon further study, you 
see that Jesus also meant this passage as instruction in some of our most intimate relationships. Let’s dive 
in and discuss this further.      

SERMON STUDY & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (includes application points) 
Discuss It! Answer these questions together as we begin. 

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “relationships?” 
2. Why does that come to mind? 
3. Do you think you spend more time examining others or yourself? 

Read Matthew 7: 1-8. Then, discuss the following together.    

1. What famous speech is this a part of? What do we know about this speech? 
2. Upon a first read through, what is your reaction and your thoughts? 
3. What is the context of this famous speech and how is it similar to our context today? 

Read Matthew 7: 1-5. Then, discuss the following together.   

1. In what way should you examine somebody else, if at all? 
2. How are you to examine yourself? Why? 
3. What happens when we stop examining others and/or ourselves? 
4.Which of the 2 tools in the sermon do you use the most: magnifying glass or mirror? 

Read Matthew 7: 6-8. Then, discuss the following together.  

1. How does this part of our passage summarize how a Christian should live? 
2. How can you carefully and prayerfully examine somebody else’s character?  
3. How can you move into the rest of your week carefully examine your own character? How might 

that impact your life? 
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Life Group Serving Opportunities  
One of the greatest things about being in a Life Group are the ways you can serve. There are several local 
ministries that LCC partners with. Below are some that you and your Life Group can do something about 
right now! These are ongoing opportunities that can be life transforming for your group and the people 
you will impact.  

1. Boone County Mentoring 
We have an incredible organization in our town that provides hope to the next generation. Boone County 
Mentoring is the place where your simple intentional presence can be life changing to a youth in our 
community. Your Life Group can be full of people who invest in the next generation. If this is something 
you or your group want to look into (which we strongly encourage), please go to 
boonecountymentoring.org for more information!  

2. Shalom House 
Another fantastic organization in our community is the Shalom House. Shalom is an outpost of hope to 
many people who are suffering, lonely, and in need of a simple meal right here in Lebanon. And, it’s super 
easy to get started serving at Shalom! Every week they need groups who can commit to come and help 
serve a hot meal to these people in need of hope. It’s a restaurant-like experience that the people who 
come feel valued and loved and YOU can be a part of that. More information at 
lebanoncommunityshalom.com or contact Lisa at laswilliams3@yahoo.com and you can get connected.  

3. Life Centers 
The mission of Life Centers is to affirm the value of life by providing a network of care to those 
experiencing pregnancy-related decisions and by compassionately presenting biblical truth resulting in 
changed lives to the glory of God. Head over to lifecenters.com and see how your Life Group could get 
involved! 
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