When we prayerfully developed the theme of SEEK HIM for 2020, we knew that with
the upcoming presidential election, the cultural climate, issues facing families, and the
journey of disciples at Lebanon Christian Church that seeking Jesus was of utmost
importance. We needed our eyes fixed on the author and perfector of our faith. We
needed to fix our eyes on Jesus. We needed to SEEK HIM.
As the year unfolded it became evident time and time again that the Spirit of God was
leading us as we prayerfully looked out on 2020. As the days and weeks of 2020
continued to pass, we had more opportunities than we could imagine to SEEK HIM.
How to navigate the COVID-19 crisis? SEEK HIM. How to navigate the tangled,
treacherous, and difficult waters of protests, elections, and more? SEEK HIM. How to
live in times of uncertainty? SEEK HIM.
Through prayer, fasting, our study of Luke, life groups, zoom meetings, and so much
more, we sought the Lord. He has been so faithful. As I look back on the last few
months (and really all of 2020), here are a few of the things that I’m celebrating:
• Disciples of Jesus from LCC loving their neighbors (getting groceries, making
meals, risking health, cutting hair, checking on the elderly).
• The generosity of LCC to support the mission of God in our community and
around the world. From providing meals through the Boys and Girls Club and
Shalom, to packing bags for children in transition and collecting winter gear, the
people of LCC faithfully shared. Beyond these, your faithful gifts continued to
fund the important work of making disciples throughout the world.
• Our ability to create and grow our online worship experience.
• The number of people who have been touched by studying through the Gospel of
Luke. Hearing how meeting Jesus in Luke’s Gospel brought hope, renewed faith,
challenged the status quo, and inspired Christlikeness, is a tremendous joy.
In the following pages, you’ll see even more to celebrate, and it’s my hope you’ll catch
an encouraging glimpse of the great work that God is doing in and through Lebanon
Christian Church.

What Does Care & Connections Look Like During Covid?
A caring neighbor organized a neighborhood prayer
event with masks and social distancing, involving several
people from our LCC family, for a woman who was
newly widowed.

Many from our LCC family
volunteered at the Drive-Thru
Farmer’s Market, a
cooperative effort of Gleaners
Food Bank, Love INC of Boone
County, and several area
churches. The first Farmer’s
Market provided food for 790
people! Members of the LCC
care team also followed up
with phone calls concerning
prayer requests submitted
during the event.
Ladies throughout the church—and
particularly one life group—have been
sewing clothing for children in Haiti and
Africa while they are sheltering at home
during the pandemic.

15

Families in our church and community assisted with
financial difficulties by our benevolence team.

1/3

Proportion of guest services team members who are
back, continuing to offer a welcoming environment.

The fellowship ministry team made
major adjustments to provide
bereavement dinners for families who
have lost loved ones.

25

LCC family Easter photos
taken by LCC staff to post
throughout our Virtual Easter
Worship.

31

Photos collected of our LCC
family who work in the
medical field.

...All in an effort to keep our
church family connected during
quarantine.

50+

Families in our church and
community who attended
the Night of Remembrance
& Hope in December, learning how to
find hope in their grief through the
holidays.

LCC Groups are ROOTED in 2020!
I’m encouraged to write about 2020. Even though it was a tough
year, it was a sweet year. God provided and saw my family
through some hard times. We also experienced the birth of our
firstborn and what a joy that was. So, even though it was hard, it
was really good and encouraging. A new skill I learned (along
with many other staff) is creating digital content. While
challenging, it was fun to learn and we loved being able to
comfort and offer hope to our people and way beyond during
2020.
2020 held many challenges and great outcomes for ministry. We
got to see Life Groups band together and get creative to continue
meeting and caring for one another during the pandemic and
shutdown. It was neat to see groups meeting outside and distanced so they stayed safe. It was also
encouraging to see many groups agreeing to wear masks to help keep everyone safe.
We saw Rooted succeed in the early part of the year. Nearly 90 people went through
Rooted, both those already in groups and new people coming into groups. The
stories were incredible! Some had never prayed in a group before and they did
for the first time. Many never wrote down thoughts before, and found that doing
so helped them connect with God and even other people. Many had not served
on a regular basis or gave on a regular
basis and Rooted helped instill those habits.
It also created momentum for group life at
LCC.
I also saw my strategy team grow and even send some off to
pursue other passions in ministry. The new team is energetic and
ready to tackle group life this year! There’s lots of energy and
passion coming and our goal is to get a lot more people into
groups each quarter. It was also so encouraging to me that
people still wanted to get into group life even with the fear
saturating our culture. I love that! And it excites me for this new
year.

PIVOT! Digital Worship Changes Things...
At the advent of a new year, I find myself
eternally grateful. Yes, grateful that 2020
has ended, but even more I am grateful for
you, LCC! I am grateful for your patience
and encouragement as the Worship Ministry
dove headfirst into online church. I am
grateful for a dedicated group of volunteers
who humbly served wherever and as
needed. I am grateful for the vision of Craig
and the Elders to lead LCC into the 2018
auditorium renovation, which helped us
greatly navigate the new challenges that a
pandemic brought. I am grateful for our
sound and tech ministry who addressed
technical difficulties with knowledge and
grace time and time again. I am grateful for the valued time with our Rooted Bible study group and for the
friendships formed within the context of a “home group.” Of the 1000’s who have worshipped with us online
throughout 2020, please join with me in praying that the seeds planted will multiply to an even greater number.

Online Worship Numbers

10-14

Average number of hours each week
spent on video recording and editing
from March 15 —June 21 to provide
online worship.

100’s

Number of bloopers caught on
camera during recordings for online
worship.

1

Number of times Sean tripped while recording
with the worship team.

1+
More than we can
tally
Number of Terabytes of video storage
created.

6

Number of hours the LCC Tech team
served while recording and
livestreaming.

Number of video locations.

412 Celebrates Discipleship
Camille Sanchez is a friend of Gabby
Garcia, a junior in our ministry, and had
been talking with her about faith this past
year. They had been to our worship nights in
the past and were doing a Bible study
together with a few other friends. Camille
had questions about some scriptures and how
to share her faith with others, and that was
the catalyst for her faith to grow as she got
connected with our ministry. Camille came to
the decision that she wanted to get baptized
and wanted Gabby to baptize her. With
friends and family around (and even
Facetimed in—see photo at right), Camille
was baptized in August by her friend Gabby, a student who
cared for others enough to keep Jesus in their friendship. Camille
has joined Gabby in our high school girls life group, and these
two friends keep growing their faith each week together!

Fall Highlights
This fall we’ve made lots of plans, had to cancel some, and found
other ways to connect with students. Our life groups have been our
central focus for ministry, with groups meeting each week in person
and online with our leaders and their friends (including some from out of state who join in on zoom with us!).
Other highlights of this fall include:
Trip to Dull’s Tree Farm in October
Fall Boo-gie in October
Life Groups Served in November
Overflow Christmas party in December
Student Leader Retreat after Christmas

5
1

Shoeboxes donated to Operation Christmas
Child.
Backpack donated to Packing Hope.
...and a donation to Shalom House, all by student
life groups this Fall.

Preschool Ministry Makes a Difference!
Julie Mark, LCC Preschool director, asked some of her volunteers and parents to share their stories of 2020. On
this and the facing page, read snippets of their responses.

From Conner Bigler on serving with Linda
Dodson:
“The reason I serve is because God calls us to
make disciples and that is what Ms. Linda and
I are doing. We are not the smartest or the
most knowledgeable by any means, but we
work well together, and we both enjoy seeing
these little disciples grow in their faith.
...There is nothing more amazing than when
you are at the grocery store or somewhere
else in public and a child you have taught
comes up to you and gives you a hug.
Another major reason I serve is because of the
amazing teachers I had when I was in the LCC
preschool and elementary programs myself. I
have made friendships and have been
impacted by these kids every Sunday, and I
would not have it any other way.”

From Linda Dodson, preschool ministry volunteer:
“There are many stories, memories, pictures the kids draw for me; what an impact they have made on me
and Conner. We are glad to be able to share in their journey as God allows us and teach them about Jesus.
I hope the children enjoy their time at church with us and want to come back. I know this year has been
different. The one thing that hasn’t changed is the way I feel when I am serving and the children still come in
with their smiles on their faces and so many stories to tell. They always make my Sundays a little brighter and
I am grateful to be able to volunteer with Conner. I think God had a great plan!”

What MOPS means to me, by Bethany Mckinsey:
“Being a mom is hard, being a lonely mom is harder. Being a
brand new lonely mom in a pandemic...yeah, you get the point.

...God knew what we needed. We needed a mom friend who
would not judge the other for no makeup and pajamas, canceling
plans at the very last second, and who loved coffee. God gave me
a friend who understood me, and honestly, she helped me get
through the darkest time in my baby’s short life; she encouraged me
through the sleepless nights and postpartum depression. I am so
thankful for a friend who is one of the first people I want to share
good news and bad news with.
When raising a baby, God designed it to be with a village. MOPS really is that village. God
not only gave me a village, but God gave me a friend. I praise God every day for my village,
and my coffee-drinking, pajama-wearing, hot mess of a close friend.”

18

Moms building friendship
at MOPS.

29

Children playing and
exploring together.

14

Volunteers caring for
MOPS moms and kiddos.

From Kelsey Kern, preschool mom:
“We LOVE the new playground at LCC! It is
one of our favorite places to play...We have
had so many wonderful play dates and
homeschool co-op meetings there. And I love
that it is public and open all day, so we can
go whenever we want. We are so grateful to
LCC and the children’s ministry for providing
such a beautiful, fun, and creative place for
our children to play.”

Children’s Ministry Goes Outside the Four Walls
First and foremost, we are celebrating transition in Children’s Ministry. We
celebrate Tyler Chapman’s long history as intern, then Children’s Minister,
then his call to move on. We celebrate Mallory Galloway joining our team
as Children’s Minister.

We are celebrating the growth of
knowledge that kids are encountering
about their faith and what it means to be
a follower of Jesus. Often, they are
asking meaningful questions after every
sentence of the lesson! They are truly
thinking about the scriptures and I
celebrate that growth every day.

From Gabby Schrock, Kids Church Small Group Leader:
“The small groups are caring for each other and it is a highlight to watch
them want to send cards to one another if someone is sick or hurt.”
The kids are learning how to be loving, caring, and
generous with those that they love!

From Amy Bigler, Kids Church Small Group Leader:
“Many of the kids take part in sports or theater, and it
makes a difference in their lives that you are there. It gives
them a thrill to see their small group leader or minister
there supporting them.”
Connections are being made between kids, their parents,
and their leaders. It means a lot to parents when they see
their kids being loved and cared for even outside of the
church walls.

Of course, our biggest celebration of
all is EIGHT baptisms in Kids Church!

Pictured (clockwise from top
right): Amelia Spencer, Lucy
Tompkins, Graham Wright,
Easton Rapp, Silas Myers, and
Daniel Schooler.

Not pictured: Vivian Ray and
Ty Williamson.

2020 in Giving & Commitments
As you review this small financial snapshot of
Lebanon Christian Church, I hope you’ll you
be encouraged. Generosity is a core value of
our church, and as you can see, our church
was marked by generosity in 2020. We
exceeded our annual giving need and we
were able to use the additional revenue to
invest in our global partners (locally,
nationally, and internationally) as well as pay
down debt. As we look to the future, the
mission of God in and through LCC will
continue to be funded by each of us. We will
continue to invest and utilize all gifts, even
those that exceed our budgeted need to do far
more than we would have imagined otherwise.
Thank you for generously supporting the work
of LCC in 2020, and may we look forward to
celebrating the continuous generosity of God’s
people throughout 2021.

2020 Giving Snapshot
2020 Total Giving—$1,107,729.64
2020 Operating Expenses—$782,034.21
2020 Global Outreach Expenses—$183,609.17
2020 Giving Above Budgeted Expenses—$142,086.26

Allocation of Giving Above Budgeted Expenses
Mortgage Reduction—$52,000
Global Outreach—$52,000
Future Facilities Maintenance—$38,086.26

Debt Snapshot
Mortgage Balance 1/1/2020—$296,071.86
Mortgage Balance 1/1/2021—$199,327.19

2021 Giving Needs
Total Giving—$1,102,500
20% to Global Outreach—$220,500
General Operating Budget—$882,000
Weekly Need—$21,192

Generous and loving are two of our core values at LCC. This
year, we’ve been intentional about loving our community—as
evidenced by our recent allocation of generosity funds to
global outreach. We also took time during the beginning of the
pandemic to bless Homewood Healthcare with a staff meal,
cards, posters, and flowers. The list of ways LCC reaches into
the community is endless!

ONE Mission—Stories of Generosity Make an Impact
From Elisha & Brian Buchanan:
“Having the discussion with our children that we can help make other little boys’ and girls’ Christmas special by
giving gifts and spreading God’s Word has been really impactful...God is so good! And our LCC leaders are
so good! Together, wonderful opportunities arise for all of us to be giving, to help others, and to help our
children learn to be generous! We are so grateful for these service projects, and for the ability to give with a
joyful heart!”
From Marcia Overfield at Love INC:
“The voice on the phone said, ‘Thank you so much.’ When he said this, his tired voice cracked, and he fought
back tears. This intense emotion was in response to Love INC’s simple gift of undergarments and socks. They
were just small pieces of cloth worn close to the skin, a poignant reminder of the swaddling clothes our Savior
wore. A reminder that those in need, whether now or 2000 years ago, require one thing—people with
compassionate hearts who willingly give.

$700,000
251
1232

Value of medical equipment and
supplies sent to 32 countries
from FAME, funded in part by
donations from LCC.

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes collected
by LCC.
Shoeboxes processed at LCC as an Operation
Christmas Child regional drop-off location.

145

Winter coats with hats and gloves
collected for Packing Hope.

80+

New baptisms in Peredo, Haiti—
home of Haitian Christian Outreach.

500+

Surgeries performed at the new
surgery center in Peredo, Haiti.

Celebrating Baptisms & Transfers!

10

Membership
Transfers

16

Baptisms and
Confessions of Faith

Also Celebrating...Prayer Time & Fun!

