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A NOTE FROM CRAIG 

As 2020 begins, our family begins our 5th year 

with Lebanon Christian Church. With each year, 

our hearts grow more intertwined with yours. The 

last four years have brought many blessings as 

well as difficulties. But that’s life right? We should 

all be continuing to grow as followers of Jesus, 

and that should shape us and our involvement in 

God’s Kingdom. I’m grateful to be a part of 

Lebanon Christian Church. I’m humbled that God 

would continue to use me to help serve and lead 

Lebanon Christian Church. I remain committed to 

honoring Him above all else. I want to obey His 

truth and love with His love. Thank you for your 

grace on this journey. The beginning of a new 

year provides a great opportunity to look back 

and look forward. 

 

Looking Back 

As I look back on 2019, I think about how we 

began the year. In January 2019, I shared these 

words:  

“If Lebanon Christian Church is going to be 

faithful in her mission and fulfill the vision 
God has given us, we must be people who 
understand the importance of physical 
proximity. We must be committed to drawing 
close, to drawing near. Near to Jesus, Near 

to each other, and Near to our Neighbor (our 
community). This idea of Nearness is shaping 
not only our teaching and preaching for this 
year, but it will influence events and 

experiences as well.” 
During our Vision Sunday a couple of weeks 

later, I shared that this would happen in some 

specific ways. I believed then that God would 

really challenge people to give their whole hearts 

to Him. We knew that if we were going to draw 

near to God, that we would need to surrender 

more fully. In 2019, we did this through valuable 

teaching series in Haggai, Malachi, Philippians, 

Colossians, among others. We looked at the 

importance of truly trusting God and his 

purposes. As we worked to draw nearer to God, 

we knew that this should compel us to draw 

nearer to other believers. This would mean 

working toward incorporating life groups into our 

DNA. As we begin 2020, we aren’t there yet, but 

we are getting closer. In 2019, we began testing 

the Rooted Experience with our groups, and now 

as we begin 2020 we have launched 70 people 

into the Rooted Experience. While new life 

groups formed in 2019, we anticipate even more 

in 2020. 

 

In addition to new groups forming, we wanted to 

encourage all followers of Jesus to better care for 

one another. This desire led to our Care 

Conference in August, where we offered training 

for LCC and members of our community to learn 

how to care for others in crisis. Finally, we knew 

that we wanted to see the investment of the 

faithful at Lebanon Christian Church grow. We 

wanted to more faithfully invest in the church 

financially. We wanted to invest in our 

community. In the final three months of 2019 we 

saw a great spike in generosity. And throughout 

2019, I was delighted to hear a number of 

reports of those engaged in serving our 

community. We saw members of Lebanon 

Christian Church begin mentoring relationships 

with Boone County Mentoring, serve at Shalom 

House, help with the Ninja Dash at the park, and 

so much more.  

 

One of the most exciting evidences of God’s work 

at Lebanon Christian Church were the growing 

number of decisions to follow Jesus in the final 

three months of the year, and the number of 
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people who we’ve seen take the initiative in their 

own spiritual development. We are releasing 

people to grow as disciples of Jesus. 

 

Looking Ahead 

As we look out at 2020, we believe this will be a 

year characterized by intentional disciple-making 

as disciples at Lebanon Christian Church discover 

what it looks like to not only grow as a disciple, 

but help others become disciples. We have 

confidence that God will use this year as a year 

of great transformation in our lives as we not 

only grow as authentic disciples of Jesus, but we 

help others encounter Him.  

 

May we SEEK HIM together,  

14 
Number of people 

baptized at LCC in 

2019. 

14 
Number of people 

who transferred their 

membership to LCC 

in 2019. 
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

$893,000.00 
2019 Budget 

$936,084.45 
Amount given to cover the budgeted need. 

Lebanon Christian Church was once again blessed by the congregation’s generosity in 2019 

through tithes and offerings. LCC was not only able to meet the needs of our annual budget, 

but we were also able to use a small surplus to reduce the debt incurred by our extensive 

remodel projects from 2018 and 2019. 

 

Looking forward to 2020 and beyond, we will be making some changes in our budgeting and 

how the financial goals of LCC are communicated to the congregation. In your weekly bulletin, 

you will no longer see giving information as you have in the past. We will still publish 

information weekly, but it will focus on our goals and not just our needs. The amount will reflect 

fund needed for our annual budget, as well as additional funds to increase ministry within our 

church and our community. The goal will take into account the cost of future ministry 

opportunities that the elders and staff of LCC have been prayerfully planning. The goal will 

account for the costs of personnel and resources needed to do those ministries. The goal will 

also take into account future planned expenses to our facilities to do the ministry needed for our 

body of believers and our community. This includes both future maintenance needs of our 

current facilities and potentially funding facility growth. 

 

A copy of the 2020 operating budget and 2019 financials are on the separate paper that has 

been provided along with this booklet. 

— LCC Stewardship Team 
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CARE & CONNECTIONS 

93 
Guest Services & 

Check-In Host 

Volunteers 

Lebanon Christian was very welcoming. 

Thank you, brother, for making us feel welcome. 

600+ 
People were 

served through 

funeral dinners at 

LCC. 

To our LCC family, 

Words cannot express our gratitude for the food 

supplied to the funeral home and the dinner after 

the service...We are beyond blessed to have you all 

in our lives! From the bottom of our hearts, 

THANK YOU! 

115 
Attended 

LCC’s First 

CARE 

Conference. 

Just like it takes a 

village to raise a 

child, it takes a 

community to 

care for the 

community. 
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

4 
Rooted pilot groups launched. Many of those 

participants are now leading their life group or a 

new group through the Rooted Experience. 

6 
Catalyst studies 

completed this year. 

2020 holds some ambitions I’m excited to 

tackle. One of those is an intentional focus on 

discipleship with a few men I have begun a 

relationship with. We are going to walk side by 

side this year as we grow as disciples. I’m also 

looking forward to another church-wide Rooted 

launch this summer. Seeing 74 in the very first 

round has shown me it’s an exciting venture for 

our church. With Rooted, there’s also the 

development of those leading the Rooted 

groups. My focus in 2020 is to mentor and 

equip those leaders to not only lead well, but to 

multiply that leadership with others! My dream 

is to see leaders equipping leaders. 

—Philip 

The Rooted Experience took many of us on a 

journey we have not known before. It challenged us 

in our faith and also our action as a result of our 

faith. I’m looking forward with great anticipation at 

what 2020 holds and how Rooted will impact our 

community. 

14 
Number of times Philip 

preached at LCC in 

2019, which is one of 

his passions. 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

Charlie Martin, shown here with his 

granddaughter Caitlin, told Jason that he 

wanted to make a difference in the life of 

students. He wanted to begin with 6th-

grade boys and take them through all 7 

years of their life as a student with us and 

see them graduate in faith. He’s been 

serving with student ministries every week 

since, helping to mentor a group of 12 

young teens into a deeper faith, sharing 

his life experience and love for Jesus and 

His Word with them. 

 

Thanks, Charlie! 

44 
Students attended church 

camp at Hanging Rock in 

2019. 

30 
Care packages sent to 

college students. 

145 
Songs sung at Overflow 

Worship. Song we sang 

the most: “Jesus, We Love 

You.” 

8 
New leaders committing to 

the long haul of mentoring 

teens through all their Jr High 

or High School years. Read 

below about one making the 

biggest commitment we’ve 

ever had. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

504 
Number of popsicles 

bought for the Community 

Ninja Dash. 
111 

Unique kids attending: 

Kids Church at 9am 

204 
Kids Church at 10:30am 

74 
Kids Alive 

286-ish 
Number of games played 

(we kind of lost track!) 

217 
Number of shiplap planks 

installed in the Kids 

Auditorium. 

35 
Number of weekly 

volunteers serving 

throughout the year. 

God is using our Small Group Leaders (SGLs) in 

great ways to develop true relationships with 

their few, especially those who have served the 

same group of kids for multiple years. In 2019, 

Denise Alexander, an SGL, had the awesome 

opportunity to baptize one of her few! Denise 

had poured into the life of this child for years, 

and because of that trust, love, and respect that 

had been established over time, this child chose 

her SGL to be part of such a special decision! 

 

Every week, our SGLs come NEAR to the hearts 

of these kids, living out what it means to be an 

outpost of hope! 

—Tyler 
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PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 

Our volunteer project 

manager and 

his grandson as 

they worked to 

set some of the 

fixtures. 

Our new playground brought NEAR: 

100+ 
Of hours of volunteers 

working side by side. 

God’s beautiful creation. 

Look at that beautiful grove 

of trees! 

Preschool friends & their 

families to explore, share, 

and grow. 165 
Fence pickets painted by 

members of the community. 
Many hours to come as 

preschoolers can laugh, 

hop, dig, run, explore, and 

experience God’s hope. 
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Amount given in monthly support to our 12 partner 

organizations in 2019, serving Boone County, Indiana, and 

around the globe. 

$157,000 

Church-wide 

serving 

opportunities: 

Shed build with 

IDES, Dress-A-Girl, 

FAME serve, 

Shalom serve. 

4 

MISSIONS 

People attended 

these four events. 

75 

Amount given in college scholarships to LCC students. 

$17,500 
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WORSHIP 

Volunteers rotate each week 

on the Worship Team. 

45 
Songs sang in worship 

services in 2019. 

50 

Number of worship services 

in 2019. 

107 
Number of sermons streamed 

on Facebook Live. 

48 

Total minutes sermons 

were viewed on 

Facebook 

since May 

12, 2019. 

27,394 
It is the prayer and desire of the 

Worship Ministry that all in 

attendance is reminded each week 

that God is NEAR and present. 
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P.O. Box 664 

610 West 250 North  Office: 765-482-4673 

Lebanon, IN 46052  On-Call Pastor: 765-335-2283 

 

Office Hours: M-Th, 8am-4pm 

Email: office@lebanonchristian.org 

Kurt Alexander, care & connections minister, kurt@lebanonchristian.org 

Tyler Chapman, children’s minister, tyler@lebanonchristian.org 

Philip Davis, associate minister, philip@lebanonchristian.org 

Levi Deaton, custodian, levi@lebanonchristian.org 

Craig Howie, senior minister, craig@lebanonchristian.org 

Julie Mark, preschool director, julie@lebanonchristian.org 

Hannah Myers, media assistant, office@lebanonchristian.org 

Harry Pitts, pastor emeritus, hagapitts@hotmail.com 

Sean Rittenberry, worship minister, sean@lebanonchristian.org 

Jason Sell, youth minister, jason@lebanonchristian.org 

Dee Dee Smith, administrative assistant, office@lebanonchristian.org 

Laura Tucker, administrative assistant, office@lebanonchristian.org 

Elders 

Matt Busenbarrick, matt@lebanonchristian.org 

Craig Howie, craig@lebanonchristian.org 

Brian Rutherford, brian2675@yahoo.com 

Mark Sanders, webo1978@gmail.com 

Chris Schooler, csss56@yahoo.com 


