
 
The leadership of the church has decided to extend our pause for in person worship for another 30 days 
from that meeting, which was January 13th. We have two reasons for doing so. 
 

1. We received an update from a church member who works for the Health Department in our 
county. The numbers of those being infected by the virus in our county are still very high. Our 
leaders felt we must keep as a strong consideration the health of our people. I know from  
caring for people as a pastor how different and dangerous this virus is. Many people have only a 
mild experience with Covid. But others have a much harder time when they get it. I have prayed 
and been there for many of our members who had a struggle in fighting off this virus.  
 

2. This thirty-day pause will be used as a time of preparation to get the church ready for our 
return. We have appointed a new deacon committee that will look into both how we will be 
different when we return as well as when we should return. David Nicholson is the chairman of 
this committee. This intensive wave of the virus will make it absolutely necessary that we have 
enforced rules. One rule I am sure of is that when we return, anyone who worships here in 
person will be required to wear a mask that covers their mouth and nose. 
 
As to when we will return, I believe it will be as soon as it is wise to return. It will never be 
absolutely safe to return, not just because of this virus, but because of seasonal things like the 
flu. This is a dangerous world! But we will return as soon as we feel we can do so wisely.  
 
I know you are longing to be back together in worship of our Lord Jesus. Our souls need this 
worship and our hearts need fellowship with other Christians. Dave is working on ways that we 
can stay connected during this pause. We are beginning essential ministries even before this 
pause is over.  
 
I believe that God is in control. I believe that prayer is powerful. Let’s pray that God will move 
into this crisis, push away this virus, and that we can be back together soon! 
 
Pastor Steve 


