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“Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” – 

Psalm 95:1 

 

     Last week in our series, “Why we do what we do?”, we looked at why we have a Scriptural 

call to worship in our worship service at Shiloh. Today we look at the next step in our worship 

service, the hymn or psalm of adoration and praise. Though everyone is not gifted with a 

beautiful voice or talent to play an instrument, music is a form of Worship to God, no matter the 

person. The question we need to ask is, Why is music so important to worship? Simple answer, 

because it is found in God’s word, both as commands and specific examples of worship. We see 

examples of music in worship in both the Old and the New Testaments.  

     In the Old Testament the most common thought of worship music is found in the Psalms. The 

Psalms are full of worshipful songs. A few familiar examples are Psalm 23, Psalm 46, Psalm 

100, and Psalm 150. If I am being completely honest, ever Psalm is singable, and we should 

strive to sing every Psalm. What’s beautiful about singing the Psalms is that we are singing 

God’s Words back to Him. It is not a manmade idea or thought. That being said, I still love 

hymns and spiritual songs and believe they are very helpful tools in aiding us in worship. A 

practical example of God’s people responding in worship by singing, is found in Exodus 15:1-

19. The nation of Israel had just been rescued by God, by miraculously crossing the red sea, and 

now they respond to God by singing His praises. Singing then is a response to God’s mercy and 

grace.  

     In the New Testament, we see the command/encouragement of singing in worship given by 

Paul in two of his letters, both in Ephesians 5:19 and in Colossians 3:16. Both passages speak 

about singing Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs in your heart to the Lord. I believe this is a 

challenge for us all to remember the reason we are singing. We singing to lift the name of the 

Lord high above all others. We are singing in a response to God’s experienced. A practical New 

Testament example of singing praises to the Lord can be found in Acts 16:25. In this passage we 

see Paul and Silas in prison, while in prison they are singing praises unto God. God uses this 

mini “hymn sing” as a tool to open the doors of their prison, while also ministering to the guard 

watching over Paul and Silas. Praising God by singing is a powerful part of worship.  

     Why then do we open our worship service with singing? In our service at Shiloh the first is 

called the hymn of praise and it follows the call to worship. If you remember from our last 

devotional, the call to worship is God’s gracious invitation to us. We then respond to this call 

with this hymn of praise. This hymn, more than the others, should be a joyful burst of praise to 

God as we enter His presence and worship Him. Like the Israelites when they responded to their 

miraculous rescue at the red sea by singing praises to God. We also are responding to God’s 

grace when we sing praises to His name. Singing in Worship is meant to be a joyful response to 

our Lord and creator. Here are a couple of question to leave us with: Are you singing in worship? 

If you are not singing, why not? Ask yourself, where is my heart when I sing in worship? 

Singing in worship is not about our likes and dislikes, but about the God we sing about and are 

singing to. Let us, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!” 

 

 


