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“24 Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 

beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 

house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” – Matthew 7:24–27 

 
     We have all heard this story in Sunday School as children. We have all sung the son that goes 
with this passage. What is so amazing about this is that Jesus has chosen this parable to close His 
sermon on the mount. Jesus is closing the sermon on the mount with an ultimatum for the crowd 
at hand. Essentially Jesus is asking the crowd present, will you choose the religious 
establishment that you grew up with and are comfortable with, or are you going to choose Jesus 
as the only way to be saved. Jesus presents these two options by telling a vivid parable.  
     First, Jesus describes the wise man. The wise man builds his house on the rock. The house is 
symbolic of the wise man’s worldview and foundation for His life. The rock then is Jesus Christ 
and His message of the Gospel and the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus then describes how a storm 
came. The storm He describes is much like the hurricanes that hit down in Florida and Louisiana. 
It had strong winds, heavy rain, and great flooding. This storm is symbolic of any storm we face 
in life (trials and tribulations). However, the house stood strong in the storm. Like a house that is 
built on a rock cannot be moved by a storm, the person whose foundation is Christ alone will not 
be moved by the trials we come across.  
     In contrast, if one builds their faith, worldview, and life around a religious establishment, the 
church (apart from Christ), or anything else manmade it will crumble. Jesus describes this person 
as the foolish man because He has built his house on the sand; the sand, which is always shifting, 
always moving, always changing. The sand is symbolic of building our worldviews and 
foundations of life on culture, emotions, certain people, or even certain religious norms outside 
of Christ. This house when facing a storm will crumble and fall. The same is true for when 
people face trials and tribulation without a hope in Christ. We all would crumble and fall, 
hopeless and helpless without the Lord Jesus Christ as our hope.  
      This passage causes us to ask a few self-reflecting questions: First, where am I putting hope 
other than Jesus Christ? What am I allowing to be sand in my life? A good way to know what is 
sand in your life or not is to check what you look to in your moment of fear, worry, or anxiety. 
Second, is anything in the culture or world influencing how I think about suffering? or am I 
allowing the Word of God to direct and form my thoughts? Depending on what you spending 
your time thinking about, filling your mind with, or dwelling upon will depend on how you form 
your thoughts and then the way you live out those thoughts. Third and finally, Have I built my 
house on the rock or on the sand? Jesus is our rock of ages, our only hope, our amazing grace.  
      


