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“24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” – Matthew 6:24 

 

     I remember growing up playing little league baseball. My parents were amazing parents and 

would get to ever game that they could. However, because they had four boys and little league 

baseball did not schedule according to our family’s needs, my parents would at times not be able 

to see every second of every game. I do remember one time when all four of us were playing in 

our individual games and my dad road on his bike around the baseball complex in order to see us 

in our games the best he could. As you can imagine my dad’s attention was very divided as he 

rode around the baseball complex. Looking at this passage, Jesus is teaching on the Christian life 

and how we cannot be devoted to God and to anything else in this world. 

     The first thing He points out is that “we cannot serve two masters, for either he will hate the 

one or love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” When we try to be 

devoted two multiple things, we end up being divided in our attention and devotion. How do we 

know when we have fallen into this division of devotion? A couple of examples would be, when 

your own time takes the place of your daily reading of God’s Word; Or when Sunday’s 

consistently become, should we go to church today?; Or when we view obedience to God’s 

Word as a burden rather than a response of love and respect to God. So, we must ask ourselves, 

what is dividing our attention away from God? What things are you trying to be devoted to that 

you may need to take a step back from? What is something that you are growing to love more 

than God and causing you to despise God Himself?  

     The second thing Jesus draws upon in this verse is a specific love for money. This is just as 

practical of application as it was back in Jesus’ day. Our culture loves money, but even more so 

we love to be comfortable, which often takes money. This is such a sneaky trap to love money 

more than God. We need money to take care of our ourselves and our families. We need money 

to function. But when money becomes our aim, our vision, our focus, our goal in life, this is 

when we love money more than God. The scary part is, when we start to love money more than 

God, we begin to trust our own efforts to get that money than in God who is sovereign over all 

things. So, as we think through our love and devotion to God, where is God asking us to get out 

of our comfort zone? Where is God asking you to trust Him? Or even on a more practical level, 

where is God asking us to give generously? This giving generously may cause you to not be as 

comfortable, but when we do this we are practicing trust in God, devotion to God, and worship 

of God our provider. Let us be a people that are not divided in our attention, but place God 

properly on the throne of our lives.   


