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1“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, 

and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in 

your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to 

your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 

5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 

speck out of your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls 

before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.” – Matthew 7:1-6 

 

     The first thing we must do is explain what this passage is NOT saying. This passage is NOT 

saying to it is wrong to give unfavorable judgments upon people or opinions, at any point. If we 

viewed this passage this way, we would never be able to condemn sin, error, or falsehoods. The 

Bible is very clear that sin is sin, and we must declare sin as wrong. Therefore, it is not saying 

never to judge. The question that this passage answers is how do we do this properly? 

     What does this passage mean? First, in verses 1-5, Jesus is teaching not to give hasty or 

prideful judgement upon those around you. It means to be gracious before you are judgmental. It 

is also understood in this passage that judgement must be and will be done at some point. This 

passage is not telling us to never give judgement it is saying to use judgement wisely and 

appropriately. It means to not always go around looking to judge or be harsh to people. It means 

to be winsome and wise in calling a sin a sin. We do this not in with judgement in our hearts but 

driven by love and a desire to see someone grow in their faith. We call a sin a sin, not in hatred, 

but because in love we hope all things and believe all things (1 Cor. 13:7). Sometimes loving 

someone means to point out where they are wrong and where they need to grow. In this case it 

means to grow in faith and in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

     The second thing we learn about this passage is found in verse 6. Jesus gives the metaphor of 

two animals that are rejected by the Jewish culture to emphasize when a believer in Jesus Christ 

is rejected. The pearl then represents all that is good and beautiful and glorious in the Gospel 

found in Jesus Christ. The Gospel is of great value (like a pearl), yet Jesus we are to be wise with 

those that are continually and openly rejecting the Gospel. John Stott is helpful when he writes 

concerning this verse, “If people have had plenty of opportunity to hear the truth but do not 

respond to it, if they stubbornly turn their backs on Christ, if (in other words) they cast 

themselves in the role of ‘dogs’ and ‘pigs’, we are not to go on and on with them, for then we 

cheapen God’s gospel by letting them trample the Gospel under foot.” All that to say, we respect 

and love the Gospel enough to know when others are rejecting it and disrespecting God all 

together. Yes, our first calling is to share the Gospel and be patiently waiting upon the Lord. 

(Matthew 28:18-20) But what Jesus is teaching in this extraordinary situation is that it is wiser to 

protect and defend the glory of God and the Gospel than to continually let them reject it (trample 

it in the mud). This is an insanely fine balance, and a very serious and unusual step that must be 

done. But Jesus is teaching it and we must hear it. I believe all six of these verses in chapter are 

seven are teaching us the balance of being overly cautious in sharing the Gospel or overly 

zealous in sharing the Gospel. Are you sharing the Gospel at all? Are you sharing the Gospel in 

love? Or are you overly zealous and hitting people on the head with the Gospel? 

 


