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19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” – Matthew 6:19-20 

 

     In today’s devotional we continue to look at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. We have been 

looking at this sermon section by section, knowing that Jesus is talking to believers and how they 

are to live the Christian life. This sermon was never meant to show us how we are saved, but 

how we are to live and think when we are saved, by the gracious working of the Holy Spirit. 

What do we see in our passage today to help us in our Christian walk? 

     First, we see what we are not to do. We are not to “lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.” 

What Jesus is emphasizing is the Christian mindset. We are not to let the things of this world 

take over our hearts and minds. Things such as material possessions, wealth, popularity, 

retirement, etc. To be very clear, he is not saying ignore these things, become poor and homeless. 

Rather, he is asking what do you treasure most? A good test to know whether this has happened 

to you or not is to ask the question, what do I spend my time thinking about when I am not doing 

anything? What do I wake up thinking about and go to bed thinking about? Spend some time 

thinking about where you are trying to lay up treasures here on earth. 

     Second, we see why we are not to put our trust in worldly things. All these worldly things are 

insufficient, lacking, will fade away, and can be taken away. We have all experienced in some 

form or fashion something being taken away from us. Whether that is our wealth, health, or 

loved ones. Because of the effects of sin in this world, nothing is lasting. When we treasure 

things of this world, we are really treasuring things that are fading, dying, and will be taken 

away. Why would we do that when we know that we have something that will last forever? What 

are you treasuring that is also fading away? 

     Third, we see in verse 20 the positive challenge from Jesus. The challenge and reminder that 

if we put our trust in Jesus Christ we have something that will never fade away. Peter puts it this 

way in 1 Peter 1:3-5, “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 

his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 

kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time.” What a promise! God Himself is keeping our spiritual 

treasure in Heaven with Him. God Himself is taking care of and looking over our spiritual 

treasure. The treasure we have in Heaven is in direct contrast to the treasure we find here on 

earth. As we see throughout the Bible, we are merely sojourners and pilgrims in this land. We 

must have this mindset among ourselves. When we have this mindset that this world is not all we 

have, that we have a great promise in Christ, then this makes facing loss much much easier. We 

have a greater hope, a living hope, in Jesus Christ. So, what is your mindset? What are you 

treasuring more than God’s gift of salvation to us? As a fellow pastor stated in a sermon this past 

week at Synod, “How do you prepare for the coming of Christ? By confessing His name and 

bowing your knee to Him now!” This is how we build up our treasures in Heaven, are you doing 

this? Are you preparing for Heaven? 

For further study: Psalm 121; Philippians 2:1-11 

 


