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“1 Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for 

then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.  

2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you.” – Matthew 6:1–4  

 

     What motivates you? When I think of motivation I think of motivational quotes, motivational 

music, or even other people that motivate me. Often when I think of motivation, I need 

motivation to workout, eat healthy, or to do things that I am not very good at. Looking at this 

passage we see another question, what motivates you to practice righteousness and holiness? 

What motivates you to live a life that brings glory to God? This is what Jesus is preaching in this 

passage and something we should all consider thinking through.  

     The first thing we see when come to this passage is that verse 1 is really a summary of the 

first 18 verses of chapter 6. Jesus is emphasizing the humble nature of the Christian life. Yes, we 

are to be lights shining in the world! But, what is the reason you want to shine? It is for your own 

glory, for the glory of men around you, or for the glory of God almighty? Jesus states it very 

plainly, if we are out to receive the praise of man, then we will receive no rewards from God. 

Jesus emphasizes living a righteous life by giving the illustration of how we give our money.  

     Verse 2 we see Jesus using the illustration of a trumpet. When a trumpet it played it cannot 

help but to draw your attention to it. Trumpets can be very beautiful instruments, but they are 

also very loud and often are used to announce something. When our actions are compared to a 

trumpet, it is illustrating that we are announcing ourselves for what we have done. Where do we 

do this in our lives? Where do we seek the attention of others for the good things we have done? 

Good things rooted with the wrong motivations can at times negate the goodness of that thing. 

Jesus is condemning this seeking of men’s praise. Instead, Jesus teaches that we are to deny 

ourselves and to follow after Him. ALL we do should be bringing glory to God.   

     Jesus closes this section on our righteousness and how we give by giving another illustration 

in verses 3 and 4. What Jesus is teaching here goes one step further than the previous verse. In 

verse 2 we see do not announce to others what you have done. Now Jesus is saying, do not even 

announce to yourself pridefully what you have done. This is a much harder task that just publicly 

announcing something that we have done. What Jesus is teaching against is keeping a mental 

spiritual ledger of all that you have done. How do we do this? I believe Martyn Lloyd-Jones is 

helpful when he writes, “We shall never get rid of self by concentrating on self. The only hope is 

to be so consumed by love that we have no time to think about ourselves.” The love that he is 

talking about is the love of Christ Himself. The love that we see in His perfect life/ministry, 

death on the cross, and resurrection. Christ is the perfect example of a humble love. By God’s 

grace when we put our trust in Christ’s humble love as our Lord and Savior, we are graciously 

being sanctified and being made more like Christ Himself.  

 


