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 “9 Pray then like this:  

      “Our Father in heaven,  

      hallowed be your name.  

      10 Your kingdom come,  

      your will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  

      11 Give us this day our daily bread,  

      12 and forgive us our debts,  

      as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

      13 And lead us not into temptation,  

      but deliver us from evil.” – Matthew 6:9–13 

 

     This prayer is such an amazing example to us on how to pray. Here at Shiloh we pray this 

together as a congregation each Sunday as a part of our worship service. The hope is that we are 

reminded of who God is, what He has done, and what He continues to do. It also is a prayer that 

God would continue to work in and through us as His people. We can at times too easily recite 

these words without thinking about them. One challenge I would have for all of us would be to 

truly read these words and think about what we are praying when we pray these words.  

     What do these words mean in this prayer? There have been many books written on this 

prayer, so we will just consider these words briefly. As believers we need to have a grasp on who 

it is that we are serving and worshipping. The Lord’s Prayer is a wonderful reminder of who God 

is as our Father in Heaven and that He is Holy. If we miss the significance of who God is then 

we are missing every other aspect of this prayer all together. We must begin with God as our 

Heavenly holy and Father.  

     Not only are we praying to who God is but what He does as well. We pray His Kingdom 

come, meaning His kingdom of grace inaugurated with Christ at the cross and consummated at 

the second coming is what we are praying. We are praying praise, thanksgiving, and hope for the 

second coming of Christ.  We also pray with the sovereignty of God in mind. Praying that His 

will would be perfectly and completely done on earth and in Heaven. This is a beautiful reminder 

of our reliance upon God almighty and for his will do be done in our lives.   

     Finally, we pray for God’s work in our lives. We pray that He would provide for our every 

need. That He would give us hearts that are full of forgiveness. This is only possible because of 

the forgiveness we ourselves receive from God almighty through Jesus Christ. We also pray that 

the Lord would work in us and help us fight against all temptation of sins. We pray that He 

would fully deliver us from all evil and anything that hinders us from obeying Him. All three of 

these last few verses are emphasizing our weakness and need for God almighty in our lives. We 

are in essence humbling ourselves before our creator, acknowledging our need for Him.  

     My challenge for all of us is to not take these words lightly. But to mold our prayer life after 

this prayer. Always including in our prayers who God is, what He has done, and what He is 

doing for us now. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 


