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“43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 

44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may 

be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward 

do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, 

what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore 

must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  

– Matthew 5:43–48  

 

     In this passage, Jesus once more teaches us a lesson on how we (as followers of Christ) are to 

live our lives, especially concerning those around us (our neighbors). There are three things I 

want us to see today:  

     First, Jesus teaches love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. This is a simple 

and yet profound command. At that time period (and even today) we see people only love people 

when it is convenient or easy. We see people hate quicker than lightning. In all honesty we see 

people hate someone faster than they do love someone. Jesus is challenging this view of the 

world, that we deserve to be loved and we are allowed to hate whom we want to hate. Nowhere 

in the Bible and nowhere in Jesus’ own life are we told we are allowed to hate anyone! Think 

upon this truth, where do you have hate hidden in your heart for someone right now? Do you not 

only feel indifferent for people, but do you love them? 

     Second, Jesus teaches WHY we should love our enemies. He gives the example that God 

Himself gives common grace to those that are evil. He gives the example that the sun rises on the 

evil as well as the good. Likewise, the rain falls on the evil as well as the good. Common grace is 

a beautiful reminder of God’s continual undeserved blessing upon the entire world. Jesus gives 

this illustration to show that even God shows grace and love to those that hate Him. We must 

show this same grace and mercy to those around us. If we have experienced the grace of God 

ourselves, why would we not want to show that same grace to those around us. Even if they are 

the ones hurting us or even persecuting us, we are called to love those around us. Have you ever 

thought about God’s common grace to you? The grace that is seen every single day; a sun rise, 

each breathe we take, the need for rain, the warmth of the sun, having family, good food, or 

anything we enjoy at all. God gives grace to even those who hate Him and will never love Him. 

Can we have this grace for those around us?  

     Third, Jesus teaches even the world’s standard is to loves those who love and hates those who 

hate. Why would we want to be like the world around us? Do we just want to blend in and not be 

an example of Christ? Do we really want to be compared to a tax collector or unbeliever? If we 

have truly put our trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we must live lives that have been 

transformed by God’s grace. Simply put, being a Christian is more than just being saved, it is 

becoming more like Christ and Christ loved and prayed for His enemies. Think about Jesus on 

the cross, did he curse and hate those who were putting Him to death? No! He prayed for them 

and asked the Lord to forgive them for they did not know what they were doing (Luke 23:34). 

Can this be said of you? Do you love your neighbor AND your enemies? Do you love with the 

same love that Christ has loved you? 


