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“31 It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 

But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”  

– Matthew 5:31-32 

 

     To properly understand this passage, we have to first understand the proper definition and 

foundation of marriage found back in Genesis. In Genesis 2:24 that marriage is between one man 

and one woman and, all that comes with the marriage relationship, is between that husband and 

wife. It is a to be a life binding union between a husband and wife. They are to leave their 

parents and become “one flesh”. As we look at this verse in Genesis, we must see that the bond 

of marriage, and all that comes with it, should be taken very very seriously. God’s original 

intention for marriage was to be a permanent union and bond between a husband and wife. So, 

what are we to do when this bond is broken to some extent?  

     In this passage above, Jesus makes it very clear that He does not accept easy divorce or 

divorce for convenience. For example, in the ancient world husbands were free to divorce their 

wives if they burnt the toast. This may seem funny, but this was an extremely low view of the 

union that is found in marriage. Jesus, therefore, is fighting against this low view of the bond and 

union of marriage. However, Jesus does give grounds for a Biblical reason for divorce. Jesus 

says, “except on the ground of sexually immorality” can someone divorce their spouse. Sexual 

immorality can mean a lot of things, but Jesus is emphasizing any sexual relationships outside of 

marriage is grounds for divorce. To be clear, this does not mean that one must divorce their 

spouse if there has been sexual unfaithfulness, but it does allow for a Biblical ground for divorce. 

Jesus then goes on to says, if anyone does divorce their spouse without these Biblical grounds 

and then remarries, this then is adultery. There are many more thoughts and questions that can 

come out of these versus. I do want to say if you have any questions concerning this passage, 

divorce, or marriage, I would love to talk with you about your questions. I know this can be a 

confusing and complicated subject.  

     I believe the late Jay Adams is very helpful when he wrote, “Even though all divorces are the 

result of sin, not all divorces are sinful.” I believe we can hear a tone of mercy and grace in this 

passage found in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus has just been teaching on the Christians life 

and is now giving very practical and Godly view of marriage. He makes it very clear that He is 

strongly against divorce for convenience. But I do believe He is emphasizing there is hope and 

there is a possibility of repentance, restoration, and reconciliation in your marriage. In James 4:4 

we are called “adulterous people” against God. We see this title throughout the Old Testament 

for the people of God. This is an illustrative title showing because of our sin, we have been 

unfaithful to God. But think about the love, the forgiveness, and the mercy with which God has 

still shown us despite our adulterous and idolatrous hearts against God. There is hope, there is 

reconciliation, and we do serve a faithful God. Praise the Lord! 

 

For Further study: Matthew 19:1-12; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:22-33 

      

 


