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“17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 

an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” 

 

     Have you ever seen a specialist doctor? Any kind of specialist, whether a doctor or anything 

else, is going to know how to deal with their specific specialty. For example, a heart doctor is 

going to know how to deal with the heart, a BMW car mechanic is going to know how to work 

on a BMW, and a History teacher is going to know how to teach history. However, we have so 

specialized our culture at times that we forget the basic principles we need to know. For 

example, a BMW car mechanic can get so lost in the BMW style car that they have lost how to 

work on cars in general. This can happen to us as Christians at times as well. We can get so 

caught up in the social issues, deep hard to grasp theology, and everyday life issues, that we 

forget the very basics of the Christian faith. That is exactly what Jesus is reminding us in this 

passage. He is reminding us of the basics of the Christian faith.  

     So, what are the basics of the Christians faith? What is the Christians supposed to look like? 

In one word righteousness. The bad news is we are not righteous. Yet, we are called to have and 

live a life of righteousness. So how does this happen? What does this look like? Where does this 

begin? This begins in Matthew 5:17-18 where Jesus says He has come to fulfill “the law and the 

prophets.” By this Jesus means the whole Old Testament. Jesus came to fulfill both of these 

found in the Old Testament. Fulfill means to carry out perfectly and to accomplish what we 

could not. Jesus came to fulfill the law with perfect obedience to it. Jesus then is speaking about 

not a mere outward obedience to the law but an obedience which is in the heart. Obedience that 

comes from the heart will then be expressed through outward actions and obedience.  

     Jesus came to fulfill the law, something we could and cannot do. He came to accomplish what 

we cannot because of sin. The basics of the Christians faith then is to realize that Jesus came not 

to completely get rid of the law, but to accomplish and fulfill the law through obedience. We 

now put our trust in Jesus, and He will change our hearts so that we will desire to obey the law. 

What Jesus is reminding us of is that Christianity is a faith-based salvation. He is reminding us 

that we cannot save ourselves through obedience to the law or a works-based salvation, because 

of sin. Rather we are saved through faith in Jesus’ righteousness (perfect obedience to the law), 

Jesus’ death on the cross, and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. The rest of this chapter Jesus 

gives a correct understanding of a heart obedience to the law. Do you believe that Jesus came to 

fulfill the law? Have you put your trust in Jesus’ perfect obedience?  

 

For further study: Romans 8:1-8 


