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“14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a 

lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father who is in heaven.” – Matthew 5:14-16 

 

     What is the purpose of a light? When we flip a switch as we walk into a room or turn on a 

flood light outside, we do this so we can see better. When the light bulb goes out, that light no 

longer functions as a light. As Jesus describes it, no one is supposed to put a light under a basket. 

If the light bulb goes out, or we put it under a basket, the light has completely lost its purpose 

and helpfulness to us. Until we change the light bulb or remove the light from under the basket it 

could be considered useless and pointless.  

     In this passage Jesus is telling us that by definition we are the light. To be the light means that 

we fully understand the grace of God and have experienced it for ourselves. Now we cannot help 

but to share this good news with others and influence others with this good news. We do not 

purposely hide our light under a basket. Rather, as Jesus describes, we are like a city on a hill 

that cannot be hidden. We are like a lighthouse shining in the darkness of this world.  

     This passage reminds me of the children VBS song, “This little light of mine!” In this song 

the lyrics remind us to actively do three things with this little light. First, we must share this light 

with all those around us. Second, we must not hide it under a bushel. NO! Third, we must not let 

Satan blow it out. What an awesome song of encouragement and challenge, not only for our 

children but for adults as well.  

     Are you aware that by the definition of a Christian you are called to share the light of Christ 

that you yourself have received? Are you shining that light? Or are you hiding that light without 

even meaning to because of fear, inconvenience, or even laziness? We are in a time in the world 

where the rubber must meet the road. We no longer can stand by and be a dim light waiting for 

others to do what we are called to do. As Christ reminds us, “Let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in Heaven.” Is your 

light shining?  

 

For further study: Isaiah 60:1-3; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Peter 2:9 


