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“2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion… 13 If one 

gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame.” – Proverbs 18:2, 13 

 

     Have you ever jumped to conclusions about someone or something? Has someone jumped to 

conclusions about you? Many of us have been on both sides of these situations. Jumping to 

conclusions is allowing our own pride to take over and causes us not to make the correct 

conclusions. In Proverbs 18, Solomon gives wise counsel on how we should communicate with 

one another. Today I want to focus on what Solomon tells us about the communication skill of 

listening.    

     Looking at verse 2, Solomon describes the “fool” who loves to hear his own voice. The one 

who does not take much advice, but is always quick to give advice. The heart behind this person 

is not genuine or out of concern for the person they are advising. On the contrary, Solomon 

describes this person as “taking pleasure… in expressing his opinion.” At the heart of this 

person is their own pride.  There are two points we must consider as we look at this verse. First, 

we must consider our own actions and see if we fall into this category of a person. What is our 

heart in communicating? Second, the contrast to this person is to love advice from others, to be 

humble in receiving this advice, and to love to listen. Do you listen to all of the facts before 

responding?  

      Solomon makes this skill of listening even clearer in Vs. 13. Think for a second how silly it 

is to respond before having all of the details. It is like trying to build a model airplane without all 

of the parts or all of the instructions. If we desire to communicate well with others, listening is a 

very important key to do this well. We must listen in order to gather all of the details, in order 

that we can better encourage, advise, or simply remain a listening ear. Think about the result 

Solomon gives for a poor listener, “it is his Folly and shame.” It is completely foolish for one to 

give a response that does not even fully grasp the situation. This person is lacking patience and 

humility, and the final result is shame and harm for failing to listen well.  

     What does this have to do with being a Christian? Jesus tell us the greatest command is to 

love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbor as 

ourselves. If loving God and loving others is our aim and goal as Christians, then we must 

practice our tool of communication and listening. The tool of communication can be a wonderful 

tool used to help those around us, or it can be a terrible tool that can harm those around us. This 

is why James 1:19-20 writes, “19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to 

hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness 

of God.”  

     What is your first thought when you are in a conversation with someone? How often do you 

simply listen in conversations? What is your motivation to giving others advice? Let us be quick 

to listen, gathering all of the information before jumping to conclusions. Seeking to bring glory 

to God, by loving those around us and hearing them first.  

 


