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“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven.” – Matthew 5:10 

 

     Today, we come to the final Beatitude. As we have talked about previously, these Beatitudes 

are describing what the Christian life shall look like. This Beatitude is not necessarily the most 

encouraging news for the Christian, yet it is no less true. What Jesus is saying is, the Christian, 

when living a righteous life, will without a doubt be persecuted. It is very important to note 

Jesus’ emphasis that true persecution only occurs for righteousness’ sake. So, we must first ask, 

what does it mean to be righteous? 

     Righteousness means to be like Jesus Christ. It is practicing and living the new life that is 

found in Christ. As we have talked about previously the Beatitudes are only possible by the 

working of the Holy Spirit turning the old man of sin into the new man found in Christ. To have 

and practice righteousness means to be made more and more into Christ, our perfect savior.  

     Why then are the righteous persecuted? Well maybe a better way to look at this and ask, why 

was Jesus persecuted? Jesus was persecuted because He was living a perfect life and by living 

this perfect life, he was pointing out the sin of the Pharisees. He was different because He was 

holy, and those that persecuted Christ did not like being made to look bad. To be very clear this 

does not mean we go searching for persecution and purposefully harm ourselves. This is not 

what Jesus is teaching. Rather, He is explaining that this simply will happen because of the 

contrast to he light of Christ in you and the darkness of world around you.  

     If you look at the entire Bible, we can see several other examples of the righteous being 

persecuted. For example, look at the lives of, Abel, Moses, David, Elijah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and 

of course the Apostles (Paul in particular). They were living wholly and solely devoted to God. 

They were living righteous lives (by the grace of God), and because they lived this way those 

around them persecuted them. Persecution is not just trials that we are going through. No, Jesus 

is very specific that persecution occurs when we are living righteous lives. Persecution is when 

other people around you condemn and responds with ill-treatment to you because of your 

righteousness. Why is this persecution such a “blessing” as Christ describes? 

     This persecution is a blessing because of the result that it is confirming. As Jesus states, “For 

theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” When we are persecuted, in particular, for righteousness sake, 

this persecution is confirming our citizenship in Heaven. This is why we see Paul, and others, 

thankful for persecution (Phil. 1:29). As Martyn Lloyd Jones writes, “I look at those first 

Christians persecuted by the authorities and I hear them thanking God that at last they have 

been accounted worthy to suffer for His Name’s sake.” We need be asking ourselves: Is this a 

prayer of ours to live a righteous life? Do we know what it is to be persecuted for righteousness 

sake? Can we honestly still have a heart of thankfulness to God when persecution does occur? 

 

For further study: Psalm 31:15; Daniel 1; 2 Timothy 3:12 

 


