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“1Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid…15The way of 

the fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.” – Proverbs 12:1;15  

 

     What is your first response when someone tells you that you are wrong? If you are like me, 

the defense walls come up and you cannot fathom that you could be wrong. Often this turns to 

anger, hurt, and even disdain for the person bringing this to you. However, looking at these 

verses in Proverbs we can learn some valuable lessons.  

    First, as Christians we must be quick to listen as encourages us in James 1:19-20. Being quick 

to listen is part of being wise and fearing the Lord. For when we are quick to listen, we are 

trusting in the Lord to defend us. Even if the person who tells you that you are wrong is 

mistaken, we must show our trust in the Lord by listening first, responding second.  

     Second, being quick to listen and taking correction takes humility. As Paul writes in 

Philippians 2, we must humble ourselves as Christ humbled Himself. How can we ever listen or 

hear what a person has for us if we are pridefully defending ourselves? How can we grow as 

human beings, or better yet, as Christians, if we are not being told where we are wrong? We all 

make mistakes, we all sin, we all need our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ to give us counsel 

and advice. We all need an outside perspective graciously telling us where we are wrong. We 

would be fools to pridefully ignore this counsel. We must, therefore, humble ourselves and be a 

people who look to listen and grow in our faith and wisdom.  

     Third, it will be God’s Word that calls us to correction first. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 makes this 

clear, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 

every good work.” We must be a people of the word, allowing God to speak into our hearts and 

our lives. Allowing God’s Word to convict our hearts and minds of our sins. How often do you 

look to God’s Word for conviction? Let us not only be quick to listen to our fellow brothers and 

sisters in Christ, but let us be quick to read God’s Word, seeking for God to correct, train, and 

equip in order that we might grow in faith and wisdom. I would encourage all of us to take these 

verses seriously and search our own hearts. Where am I being defensive? Where am I talking 

before, I listen? Where is my pride plugging my ears from hearing wise counsel? Am I daily 

coming before God’s word looking for it to convict me of my sin?  


