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“1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told 

Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel.” 

 – Nehemiah 8:1 

 

Why do we have a sermon/the preached Word of God at the center of our worship service? 

 

     The preaching of the Word of God is Biblical and aids and guide us in worship. As we have 

seen in many of our devotionals lately, worship is more focused on our response to God. 

Worship is us coming to bless God’s name (Ps. 134). However, when we truly understand what 

worship is, it is very important to understand that worship is both ways. Worship is us glorifying 

and praising God, while God is also blessing us with spiritual nourishment through the means of 

grace. The means of grace defined by God are the preaching of the Word, the Sacraments 

(baptism and the Lord’s Supper), and prayer (Acts 2:41-42). As the Shorter Catechism tells us, 

these are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of 

redemption. The preached Word of God then is one way the Lord communicates to us His graces 

to us. This is why we must understand that the preached word of God is vital for the Christian 

life and growth in grace (2 Peter 3:18). How can one grow in grace without actually receiving the 

grace to grow in it? 

     The preaching of the Word of God has throughout the centuries made the Church. What I 

mean by made the church is that through the preached Word of God that the early Church was 

formed. The Apostles were so dedicated to the preached Word of God that they did not use 

gimmicks or entertainment draw people in, but simple the Word of God explained and applied. 

As we see in Mark 16:20, they went forth and were used by God by preaching His holy Word. 

The building of the body of believers is primarily accomplished through the preached Word of 

God (1 Cor. 1:21). The preached word of God is not only vital to individual Christians growth in 

grace but the Churches growth in grace as well.  

     The preaching of the Word of God is God’s source to encourage the Church. As we press on 

through this journey of life we will run into hard times and face times when we do not feel like 

pressing on. We will face times when we feel like we are in a spiritual desert. What a better place 

to receive rich nourishment and refreshment than from the preached Word of God. God uses His 

preached Word to build up and encourage the believer in their faith. Preaching of the Word of 

God is not only central to worship, to the life of the Church, but also central to the life of the 

Christian. Worship is an amazing two-way street, where we come to bless the name of the Lord 

while also being blessed by the Lord. The Preaching of God’s Word is the main tool God uses to 

bless and refresh the Church while also encouraging them to press on towards the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 3:14).  

 


