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“I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” – Psalm 122:1 

 

Have you ever felt the overwhelming urge to grumble and complain about going to some 

event or some place that you just did not want to go to? Believe it or not I feel this way at times. 

I have been to certain parties, or certain events that I just didn’t want to go to. I had better things 

planned. Rather, I thought I had better things planned. When looking at Psalm 122, we see that 

this attitude of grumbling or complaining is sometimes how we act towards corporate worship. 

But how did the Psalmist respond to entering the house of the LORD? He was glad!  

If we look at the two Psalms building up to this wonderful Psalm of worship we can see 

that our Psalmist is taking us on a journey. In Psalm 120 we can see he is in distress because He 

is separated from God and all he wants is to be with God’s people worshipping God. Then in 

Psalm 121 (a very familiar and wonderful Psalm) we see the Psalmist begin his ascent to 

Jerusalem. We can see in Psalm 121 that God is with this pilgrim through His entire journey, as 

his helper, protector, and defender for all eternity. Now in Psalm 122, He has finally made it to 

the house of the Lord and He is thrilled! He is excited and overjoyed to be spending time not 

only with God’s people but in the presence of God worshipping Him. Should we not feel the 

same about corporate worship?  

God gave us corporate worship because He knows our needs and knows our weakness. 

He knows that we forget who He is and what He has done for us, therefore we need a regular 

reminder of the grace and mercy of God, and that is found in corporate worship. We need the 

means of grace, the Word of God, the Sacraments, and prayer, as constant reminders of God’s 

grace to us. Even when we are tired, busy, and don’t necessarily want to be around a bunch of 

people, we need God’s gift of corporate worship for our souls. God gave us corporate worship 

not to focus on ourselves but to focus on His glory. It is a lie to think we do not need the Church, 

corporate in person worship, or fellowship with believers. Right now because of this pandemic 

the Church is a turning point. Some have fallen away because of our three months absence, some 

are trying to stay safe from this virus, and some have seen their need for corporate worship and 

have returned to worship. Can we say with the same excitement that this Psalmist does, that we 

are glad to enter into worship with God? If you have not come back to worship ask yourself why 

not? If you have come back are you coming with joy, running to the grace that is found in 

corporate worship of God?  

  

 


