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“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  

– Proverbs 1:7 

 

     One of my families favorite fast food stops is Chic Fil A. Over the past ten to fifteen years 

Chic Fil A has become more and more popular. Everyone knows their chicken, their waffle fries, 

and of course their milk shakes. But they have also become well known for their cow trying to 

convince everyone to “eat more chicken.” This is statement encompasses Chic Fil A, who they 

are, what they do, and what they make. Proverbs 1:7 is the motto that encompasses the book of 

Proverbs, as well as the Christian life.  

     What does it mean to fear the LORD? To fear the Lord is a knowledge and understanding of 

God that leads to a heart application of humility and obedience to the Lord. The result of this fear 

is a life-giving satisfaction and hope that can only come from the Lord. So how do we apply this 

to our lives? 

1. We must have a knowledge and understanding concerning God. This is not just a head 

knowledge but a personal knowledge. What I mean is that we must believe in who God is 

and what He has done for you personally. We must believe that God is perfectly holy (set 

apart; perfectly righteous), and therefore the more we understand this the humbler we will 

become. God reveals Himself to us through His Word. If we desire to know God more 

and to have more Godly wisdom, we must go to God’s Word.  

2. We must strive for holiness. A knowledge of God without Godliness and action applied 

with it, makes the knowledge virtually useless. Wisdom in its very essence is knowledge 

applied. If we desire Godly wisdom, then we must apply Godliness to our lives. We are 

only capable of doing this through the power of the Holy Spirit sanctifying us. However, 

the Lord does give us brains and freedom of choice. We therefore must strive for 

discipline, self-control, and humility (always trusting for God to work in you, not your 

own works).  

3. We must make this a way of life. King Solomon makes it very clear that fearing the Lord 

is the “beginning” of wisdom. It is the priority and chief principle that should guide our 

life. To fear the Lord must guide how we treat others. Fearing the Lord must guide our 

marriage. To fear the Lord must guide how we parent. To fear the Lord must guide how 

we work. To fear the Lord must guide how we live life after work. To fear the Lord is a 

never-ending principle that must be applied to every facet of our lives.  

4. We must reject the world’s definition of wisdom. If we are to fear the Lord, this includes 

rejecting the world’s view of wisdom and knowledge. This does not mean running away 

and becoming a hermit. What it does mean is that we know the ultimate source of all 

wisdom and that means we cannot turn to the world for that source. We cannot have both 

the fear of the Lord and the fear of the world.  

 

 

 


