
Tuesday Devotional 
November 16th, 2021 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – 1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18 

 

Raise your hand if you are ready for a day of eating good food, 

watching football, and being with family? We are a little over a week 

away from the day known as “Thanksgiving”. Growing up our 

thanksgiving was full of traditions and was marked by the gathering 

together and eating of a bird. For me when I hear the word turkey, I 

cannot help but thinking of the end of November and Thanksgiving 

Day. In my mind thanksgiving is marked by turkey, traditions, football, 

and family. What are the marks of your Thanksgiving Day? 

Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Give thanks in all 

circumstances.” As Christians we can be marked or recognized in so 

many ways. For example, as Christians, we can be marked by our 

virtues, our actions, and our words. Paul is saying in his letter, another 

important mark that Christian’s are to live by is thankfulness of our 

hearts. We are not to be a people full of grumbling and complaining. 

We are to be a people who have eternal hope and thankfulness. Are you 

known for your thankful heart? 

However, this thankfulness that Paul is encouraging Christians to 

have is not founded upon circumstances. We are created as emotion 

beings that have high and lows. Because of this, thankfulness is most 

often built and nurtured in those moments where things are going 



well. However, Paul makes it very clear, we are to be thankful in ALL 

circumstances, that includes the low moments. It is not just the 

circumstances where things are going right that we are to be thankful. 

Where are you building your thankfulness? 

If our thankfulness is not built on circumstances and emotions, what 

is it founded upon? It is founded upon the truth of salvation found in 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Our thankfulness is founded upon 

our unchanging and almighty God. We should be a people who are 

eternally rejoicing and thankful for God’s grace and mercy to us, 

shown and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. For we know as Paul writes in 

Romans 8:38-39, “38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 

39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Do you 

know this love personally? 

Hope in this love of God is the root from which our thankfulness 

must grow. If we build our thankfulness upon circumstances or things 

of this world, they will fade, as these things fade. Let us this 

thanksgiving not stop giving thanks next Thursday but be a people 

giving thanks in ALL circumstances at ALL times. Giving all praise and 

honor and glory to our God and Savior. Let us pray and sing as David 

does in Psalm 7:17, “17 I will give to the LORD the thanks due to his 

righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name of the LORD, the 

Most High.” Do you thank and praise the Lord in ALL circumstances? 


