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20 Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 

interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” – 2 Peter 1:20-21 

 

     Today we look at how the Bible, the Word of God, was given to us by God through the pens 

of men He inspired through the Holy Spirit. This word inspired simply means that these men 

were influenced by the Holy Spirit. As we see in the Scripture in 2 Peter, “no prophecy of 

Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.” By God’s very will through men such as 

Moses, David, Matthew, Paul, John, and Peter to name a few, the Bible has been written. What 

this means is that the Holy Spirit inspired the words to be written by the hands of these men. This 

was not done by force or in changing these men’s personalities or minds, but by cooperation and 

being led by the Spirit. This passage also implies that the Holy Spirit alone is the one who gives 

the reader the proper understanding and interpretation of the Word of God. This makes the Bible 

completely different than any other book in the entire world or in all of history.   

     What does this mean for us? Looking at this passage we must see two very important things. 

First, we must see the authority of Scripture as God’s very Word, not the words of sinful man. 

By viewing the Word of God with this authority we must lean heavily on it to guide us in our 

lives, to reveal to us the truth of God, and to reveal to us our salvation found in Christ alone.  

Second, by looking at this passage we must understand, that without the help of the Holy Spirit 

we will never properly understand the Scriptures. That is why we must lean heavily on the Holy 

Spirit whenever we have devotions, Bible studies, and of course the preached Word of God. We 

lean heavily on the Spirit by praying to Him that He would give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and 

minds to understand. For without the help of the Holy Spirit, these will simply be words on a 

page and knowledge without heart change. So, as we think about the Word of God and how we 

are to grow in grace, let us look to the final authority of the Word of God and the help of the 

Holy Spirit to understand the Word of God so we do not drift away. 

 

For Further Study: Isaiah 40:8; John 17:17; Romans 15:4; Hebrews 4:12 

 

 


