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“26But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first 

among you must be your slave, 28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

– Matthew 20:26-28 

 

     We are a culture that loves to be great. We celebrate those that have come from the bottom to 

the top. We love our athletes, movie stars, celebrates, Politian’s, etc.  We love them for their 

“great” endeavors. However, the worlds definition of greatness has been boiled down to 

receiving all the honor and glory for our great accomplishments. The more we accomplish the 

greater we are. Looking back at this passage in Matthew, we can see that this view of greatness is 

in direct contrast to what greatness looks like as a follower of Christ (Vs. 26). This is precisely 

what Jesus is encouraging his prideful disciples to do in this passage. He is encouraging them 

and commanding them to practice self-denial. According to Jesus, self-denial, service, and 

sacrificial love are the signs of true greatness.  

     Pride is one of the greatest struggle’s mankind faces today, while self-denial (which is the 

opposite of pride) is one of the greatest thing’s mankind can do. You see the problem? We 

practice pride, where we should practice self-denial. What we see in this Matthew passage is the 

greatest example of self-denial in all of history. Looking at verse 28, we can see that Christ came 

not to be served (as He deserved) but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. This is 

the greatest news you can hear today! Jesus is the ultimate and greatest example of self-denial 

ever (Phil. 2:5-11). However, these words in Matthew are not merely good news bythemselves, 

but are teamed with a command for all Christians. The verses building up to this promise in verse 

28 are vital for our growth as Christians. This command is for all of God’s people, not just the 

disciples. These verses then are not only good news but a requirement for action, a command for 

those that claim Christ as Lord and Savior, to be sacrificial in our love and in our service to 

others. Why should we do this? Because our Lord and Savior gave sacrificially for us!  

      I found this quote by J.C. Ryle very convicting for my own prideful soul. He writes, “True 

greatness consists, not in receiving, but in giving, not in selfish absorption of good things, but in 

imparting good to others, not in being served, but in serving, not in sitting still, and being 

ministered to, but in going about and ministering to others.” Where can we serve others in our 

lives today? Where can we serve in the Church? Where can we give sacrificially? Where can we 

kill our pride and practice self-denial? Who wants to be great (according to Christ’s standards) 

today? 

 

For Further Study: Psalm 10:1; Matthew 16:24-26; Philippians 2:1-11 


