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“12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and 

the Prophets. 13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads 

to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is 

hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” – Matthew 7:12-14 

 

     How do you treat those that you love the most? Better yet, how do you treat those that are 

hard to love? As we continue to look at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and His instructions on how 

to live the Christian life, he now comes to a broad and general rule for our attitude towards all 

men. In these three verses we see two aspects of how we relate to people.  

     First, in verse 12 we see what is commonly called the golden rule. I remember hearing this 

rule growing up on occasions when we were not treating someone very kind. In its simplest 

form, Jesus is telling us we are not to deal with others as they deal with us. When we do treat 

others as they treat us, J.C. Ryle writes, “This is selfishness and heathenism.” We are only 

thinking about ourselves, which is in an indirect way idolatry. This comes with a fine balance, 

for there are times when we feel it is only right to return the “favor”.  

     But what is our duty as Christians? Our duty is not to respond and find justice for ourselves. 

No, it is to trust in the Lord and to respond as Jesus would respond. Look at Jesus’ own example 

on His way to the cross. He did not respond in revenge, or anger, or in like fashion. Jesus was not 

thinking about Himself, he was thinking about you and me. What the golden rule does practically 

is it helps to keep us from becoming legalistic and making little rules for everything. It is a 

matter of wisdom and balance that we treat others as we want to be treated.  

     However, the second point Jesus makes in verses 13-14 is a word of caution. Looking at these 

two verses Jesus makes it very clear that it is not enough to think like other think and do as 

others do. Rather, the gate to being saved is very narrow. The gate that is wide, leads to 

destruction. Jesus is emphasizing that Christianity was never meant to be the popular thing to do. 

To repent, to put our faith in Jesus Christ, and to live holy lives was never meant to be easy. Do 

not be swayed by the comfortable and easy way of life as the “right” way.  

     To live a life worthy of the Gospel (Phil. 1:27) is our calling. Jesus is giving a caution and he 

is saying do not just float down the river doing what other do and thinking what others think. As 

Christians we are not just called to be religious, we are called to love the Lord our God with all 

our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. In the end, there is not 

middle ground. You are either going to go through the narrow or the wide gate. The narrow gate 

gives life, whereas the wide gate brings destruction. Let us hear this warning and be aware that 

the only way through the narrow gate is through Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  


