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“21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 

who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty 

works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 

workers of lawlessness.’” – Matthew 7:21-23 

 

     Today’s devotional is nearing the end of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. With these verses 

Jesus is making it very clear that it is not just those who come and wish to be saved, or those who 

claim to be saved that will be saved. Rather, Jesus is declaring that their must repentance along 

with a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If repentance is not evident in a professing 

Christians life, then the heart-piercing words from Jesus in verse 23, “I never knew you, depart 

from me!”, will be directed towards the unrepentant. What is Jesus getting at in this statement? 

     First, Jesus is emphasizing all that He has taught up to this point on the Sermon on the Mount 

means nothing if it is not sincere and real. Jesus has taught on the blessed life as the Christian, 

the ten commandments expounded, and prayer, just to name a few. All of these if not coming 

from a repentant heart are pointless. Whereas a profession of faith is Jesus as Lord without true 

heart change and repentance, is equally as pointless.  

     Second, Jesus is emphasizing our utter and complete need for a Savior. Many have read the 

Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and said, “this is how we are saved!”. In contrast to this, 

this bold declaration by Jesus is heart-piercing and must be taken seriously that good works are 

never going to save us, baptism is never going to save us, attendance to Church is never going to 

save us. Nothing but the spilt blood and broken body of Jesus Christ on the cross applied to you 

by the Holy Spirit will save you! This is what Jesus is building up to in these closing verses of 

the Sermon on the Mount.  

     That being said, Jesus’ third emphasis is on our need for the fruit of the Spirit. If we say we 

have been saved, believe we have been saved, and yet show no evidence of Christ at work in us, 

then how can we say we have been saved. Therefore, Jesus is emphasizing our need for holy 

living as a response to the redemption found in Christ. One practical example of this is to do a 

study on the letters by Paul. Paul never gives a command for Christians until he has given them 

the truth of the Gospel. The reason He does this is to first call the reader to repentance and then 

call the reader to holiness.  

     A couple questions to consider as we read this passage: Have you made a profession of Jesus 

Christ as Lord of your life? But along with this, have you truly repented of your sins? What have 

you been trying to be saved through, other than Jesus? Are you striving for holiness? Do you see 

the laws, commands, and Word of God as joy to obey rather than shackles that hold you back? 

My prayer is that as you read this passage you do not point your finger saying, “so-and-so needs 

to hear this today.” Rather, I pray you listen to it yourself and it pierces your own heart calling 

you to repentance and holiness through the power of Jesus Christ.  

 

 


