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“21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

– Matthew 6:21  

 

     We all love a good treasure hunt! The classic book, Treasure Island, was one of my favorites 

growing up. As kids we used this book to jump start our imagination. We would always 

fantasized of being pirates looking for lost treasure. We dreamed of treasure that was hidden in a 

cave and made up of gold coins, diamonds, rare jewels, and anything shiny. In this verse found 

in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is preaching of our daily treasure hunt. He has just said that all 

wordily things will fade away! But now Jesus brings to the front something that every single 

human being needs to hear. He states, “For where your treasure is, there you heart will be also.” 

What is Jesus getting at in this verse? Three things we need to see in this verse: 

     First, we must see that Jesus is using the metaphor of treasure to show us what we cherish. 

Simply put, Jesus is asking, what do you love, cherish, and prioritize in your life? What ranks as 

number one in your book? A good way to tell what you love, cherish, and prioritize is to 

determine how much time you invest into something. For some of us we treasure true treasure, 

wealth, and material possessions. For others we treasure our time, our family, our work, our 

weekend, our time off, our vacation, our homes, our health, our children/grandchildren, etc. Not 

all of these things are bad by any means! In fact, most of them are good! But the question is, 

what do you prioritize in your life? 

     Second, we must see that Jesus is saying that whatever we prioritize we will automatically 

give our heart to as well. This is only natural for us to do! We may not even mean to, but what 

Jesus is saying, is that when we prioritize something we will turn that something into what we 

worship. So where is your heart? What are you worshipping? If glorifying the Lord God 

almighty is not our number one priority and treasure, then we potentially have idols in our lives. 

Idols are not just wooden or stone images. No, idols are anything other than God that we 

worship. So we must ask ourselves, what are some idols that could have creeped into our lives 

without us even realizing it?  

     Third, we must look back at verse 20 to understand how to defeat our idols. Jesus states, “lay 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” If we have a heavenward focus, or as Paul calls it, “an 

upward call”, then our priorities are correct. Where do you need to reprioritize in your life? What 

are you treasuring that is not God glorifying? What idols do you need to defeat? Where is your 

heart? Let us live as Paul tells us in Philippians 3:20, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

 

 


