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“38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to 

you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the 

other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 

41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who begs 

from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.” 

 

     As we read these verses, we may be a little confused on how all of these verses work together. 

In these verses Jesus is turning the attention of the Christian to how they respond to situations. 

Remember, He is speaking to the Christian and how they are called to live their lives. Looking at 

these verses He gives three examples of our responses that show our true heart.  

    First, in verse 38 Jesus shows our heart for revenge. Jesus is quoting Deuteronomy 19:20-21 

concerning the law of retaliation. The initial purpose of this law was to prevent excessive 

punishment. For example, the punishment should fit the crime is what is being emphasized. 

However, the original law created again revenge and retaliation is to be used by civil authorities 

(government or state). It is not to be used as a personal or individual call for a vendetta. Jesus is 

teaching directly against the Pharisees misuse of this law. They had turned this law into allowing 

revenge and retaliation among individuals. But what Jesus is saying here is no, we are to called 

to a higher standard. 

     Second, in verses 39 we see these famous words, but often look over the initial words of 

Christ, “resist the one who is evil.” What is our natural response when we are offended? Do we 

become defensive and blame others? Or do we stop the offense there and show that person love? 

Jesus is not saying lay down and allow evil to happen. But what He is saying is do not respond 

evil with evil. Do we have a readiness to respond in offense? Or do we respond with the 

character of Christ? 

     Third, in verse 40-42 Jesus draws upon this idea of giving to the needy and poor without 

question. This is not talking about simply anyone coming and asking for money or help. I believe 

this is more specific of those who are actually in need and actually needs help. But, Jesus is 

drawing once more upon our hearts, what is our response to the poor and needy? It is 

immediately to say, “why should I give them my possessions?” Or is it how can I help? How can 

I show this poor and needy person the love of Christ? 

     These verses have been misused for centuries. I believe when we look at these verses though, 

we must see Christ’s call to a humble Christian. What is our attitude, character, and response to 

those around us? Do we immediately want revenge (what we think is due to us?) when we have 

been offended? Do we immediately respond in defense when we are attacked? Do we respond 

with hands tightly wrapped around our possessions, not willing to share what God has gifted us? 

This passage is call for believers to deny themselves and to follow Christ and His example. Can 

this be said of you?  

 

For Further Study: Luke 9:23-27 

 


