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“21 You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders 

will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 

be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 

‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. – Matthew 5:21-22 

 

     In our devotional today we now turn our attention to this new section in Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount. In this section Jesus is preaching concerning the letter of the law versus the spirit of the 

law. This is a very important distinction that we have to understand as Christians as we 

understand the law of the God and strive to obey the law of God. If we obey the letter of the law 

we only obey what is literally commanded. However, if we obey the spirit of the law, we are 

obeying a much broader meaning and understanding of that law. Jesus gives us the first example 

of obeying the spirit of the law by giving us a call to obey the 6th commandment, “thou shalt not 

murder.” 

     Jesus gives us three things to consider as we think through obeying the letter of the law 

concerning the 6th commandment.  

 

1. Jesus tells us: Murder is more than just physical but how we think about and responds in 

anger and hate towards our neighbor. In our anger and hate towards our neighbor, we are 

wishing that person was no longer in our way. We are wishing they were gone.  

2. Jesus tells us: Murder is more than just physical but also insulting and scorning our 

neighbor. A trying to destroy the person in any shape or form, even if that means their 

reputation. A “killing” of their reputation.  

3. Jesus tells us: Murder is more than just physical but how we use our words against our 

neighbor. Using our words in such a harsh way (calling someone a fool), is a verbalizing 

of our hatred and anger towards our neighbor. It is a progression from just our thoughts to 

now using words for hate and anger.  

 

All three of these points Jesus draws upon what is in our heart. What is in our heart will come 

out in thoughts, words, and eventually more than likely our deeds. Jesus is pointing out two 

things in these points. He is saying we are all considered murderers because we have not obeyed 

the spirit of the law. In our very hearts, are hearts full of anger, hate, and murder due to sin. But 

Jesus is also giving us this to show us that we cannot fulfill the law. Even though we probably 

have never physically murdered someone, we have been angry, we have insulted, and we have 

used our words harshly, tearing down and demeaning our neighbor. Where can we be growing in 

our hearts/responses towards our neighbors, friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, or loved ones? 

Are we all seeing our ultimate need for the grace of God? 

 

For further study: Jeremiah 17:9-10; Psalm 51:10 


