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“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” – Proverbs 27:17 

 

     As Christians we are not just called to be saved, but to grow in grace, knowledge, and faith in 

Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). This process of growth is also known as sanctification. Once we are 

cleansed of our sins, Christ’s righteousness given to us, and we are declared justified, we then 

begin the process of being made holy. We then are being shaped and molded in Christ one of the 

ways this is accomplished is through our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. We must come 

along side one another and disciple one another in Christ.  

     Solomon gives the illustration of iron being sharpened in Proverbs 27:17 as an example of 

how we are to sharpen one another as believers. If you have ever seen iron work before you 

know what consistent, persistent, and constant work it takes. To sharpen iron, you must 

continually and carefully strike the iron with another tool in order to get it to its desired 

sharpness. It takes time, effort, and discipline.  

     Likewise, to grow in Christ we have the wonderful gift of fellow believers to sharpen us in 

our faith. God made us all different therefore, we can look to others with different personalities, 

gifts, and demeanors to help aid us and point us towards Christ. This takes persistence (time), 

consistency (discipline), and effort (work) on both sides of the relationship. Our spiritual growth 

whether we like it or not is a corporate affair. God made the Church to be the incubator of our 

faith as Christians.  

     Two passages of Scripture that point to this idea of iron sharpening iron in the Christian 

community are 2 Samuel 12 and Titus 2. In 2 Samuel 12, we see Nathan, one of David’s closest 

friends and a prophet of God, calling David out for His sin with Bathsheba. Nathan does not do 

this in a judgmental way or a demeaning way, but as a brother coming to care for His soul. This 

is part of us sharpening one another as Christians, when a brother or sister is living in sin, we 

must graciously and carefully call their sin out to them. We do this not with a sense of 

judgement, but a sense of love for that person and our desire for them to not be lost in their sin.     

     In Titus 2 we see a wonderful call for older men and older women to teach sound doctrine to 

younger men and younger women. To be taught by those who have gone through more life is 

part of iron sharpening iron. It is a wonderful thing to be able to be mentored, to talk with, or to 

even be taught by those who have lived longer and can tell you from their experience what is 

helpful to grow in grace.  

     Do you have a brother or sister in Christ who can help sharpen you? Are you sharpening a 

brother or sister in your Church? The road goes both ways. We must be sharpened, but we must 

also be willing to sharpen others. This takes time, effort, and commitment. Are you willing to 

take the time to do this for someone else? Are you willing to take the time for your own soul to 

be sharpened?  

      

       


