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“1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” – Ephesians 5:1–2 

 

     They say imitation is the highest form of flattery. Over the past several months, our two boys 

(1-year-old and almost 3-year-old) compete for attention my imitating one another. If one laughs, 

the other laughs louder. If one gives me a hug, the other wants to give me a hug. The three-year-

old will not only copy his brother, but he has now turned his attention to me and imitates me! 

Now I must be very aware and very careful about what I do because I have a little copycat that 

follows me around. Children are mimics and will copy all that you do.  

     As we think about imitation, Paul is now using this idea of a child mimicking his father to call 

us, “beloved children” to imitate our Heavenly Father! What an amazing and awesome calling 

upon our lives as Christians. We are not only saved, but now we are called to be like God and to 

imitate Him. Why do we imitate God? Because earlier in Ephesians 1:4-5 Paul writes, “In love, 

He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ”. This is our incentive and 

motivation to follow in the footsteps of our Heavenly Father.  

     What does imitating God look like? Paul tells us in order to do this we must, “walk in love”.  

This love that is being described is not an emotional love, being swayed by our emotions or 

circumstances. No, our love as Christians is rooted and grounded in the love of our Heavenly 

Father given to us. It is also modeled after our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As Paul describes, 

“Christ loved us and gave Himself for us.” Our Love to one another as Christians is to be a 

sacrificial love. A love that goes beyond what we “want to do”. This love is a “fragrance 

offering and sacrifice to God.” To make love about ourselves is to completely contradict love. 

Therefore, our love as Christians should not be about us, but about bringing glory to Christ.  

     How can we apply this today? Did you know your very actions are a witness for Christ? Are 

you imitating God? Are you walking in love, leaving the world behind, and living in the light of 

Christ? Do you love those around you with the loved described in this verse? Are we willing to 

love even when it is hard and seems to be unfair? Do we love sacrificially? How can we share 

the love of Christ today?  

 

 

 

 


