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“17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” – 2 Corinthians 5:17–21 

 

     What does it mean to be reconciled to someone? To be reconciled means to be brought into a 

right relationship with someone after it has been broken. When we think about the Bible it is a 

story of reconciliation between man and God. It all begins with Genesis 3 where we see our 

relationship with God broken without hope of fixing it ourselves. As we look at this passage, 

Paul makes it very clear that the only way reconciliation with God is possible is through being 

united to the person and work of Jesus Christ (Vs. 17-18, 21).  

     However, that is not all Paul tells us. Paul reminds us that now we are united to Christ, we 

now have a responsibility to be disciples of Christ. This means we are to follow Jesus’ teachings, 

and way of life. Paul penpoints one area that are to specifically follow in Christ’s footstep in 

verse 19. He writes, “entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” To put it simply, because 

we have received reconciliation with God, we are now called into the ministry of reconciliation. 

We are “ambassadors for Christ” here on earth. To be reconciled by Christ to God means we are 

now messengers of reconciliation.   

     How do we share in this ministry of reconciliation?  

1. We must share the good news of our reconciliation with God. We must have a heart and 

desire to share the treasure and gift that we have receive through Christ. We are 

ambassadors for Christ, and our words and actions must show and share this. Do you 

desire to share how God has changed you personally and adopted you as His son or 

daughter? Or do you shy away from those conversations? Do you desire to share your 

faith and how God is working in your life and continuing to sanctify you now? Or do are 

you too private or prideful to share the areas we are weak? 

2. We must strive for reconciliation with those around us. We all have been sinned against, 

offended, and extremely hurt due to someone else’s sin. One of the areas we can share in 

this ministry of reconciliation is to respond as Christ did when He first saw His disciples 

after his resurrection. Many of them had left him, and Peter even denied Him, and yet, he 

responds with a message of peace and reconciliation. We must also respond with 

forgiveness and reconciliation even when it is hard and not “fair”. Do you strive to 

reconcile our relationships with those around us? Or do you respond with a sense of 

justice, saying, “they don’t deserve my forgiveness”? 

 


