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“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice.” - Philippians 4:4 

 

     Christmas is a season that is filled with and emphasizes joy. We hear about it in songs, we see 

it on articles of clothing, we receive it on cards in the mail. But what is true joy? What does it 

mean to rejoice? Joy is not just happiness. It is not just to be cheerful and smiling all the time. 

Joy means to have a complete feeling of peace and happiness centered upon Christ Joy is not 

something that we can draw up in ourselves, but it is given to us by the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-

23). Joy this is a God reliant, God given, and God focused emotion. But not just any emotion, but 

an emotion that has been matured and built upon salvation that is found in Jesus Christ. Simply 

put, Joy is the proper response to Jesus. We see this occur three times in the Christmas narrative 

in the Bible: 

 

1. The Angels rejoiced because of the great news they were privileged to bring to the shepherds. 

Their response to this joyful privileged was to sing praises to God. “And the angel said to 

them, “10 Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people… 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God and saying,” – Luke 2:10,13 

 

2. The shepherds rejoiced because of the great news that they had received. Their response to 

this joyful news was go and see, go and spread the news, and go and worship. “15 When the 

angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go over 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us’… 

17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 

this child… 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them.” – Luke 2:15,17,20 

 

3. The Wise Men came from far off to find Jesus and their response is joyful worship and 

devotion to Jesus. They brought gifts as signs of their admiration, devotion, and love for their 

savior and King Jesus Christ. “10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 

great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 

down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.” – Matthew 2:10-11 

 

     What is your response to the salvation that is found in Jesus? As we see in these three 

responses Joy it the proper response. An outpouring of this joy looks like Singing, Worship, 

Telling others, Devotion, and Love. This Christmas season let us know this JOY in Jesus.  

 

 

 

 


