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“9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— the Most High, who is my refuge—  

      10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.” – Psalm 91:9–10 

 

     Have you ever been so physically and emotionally exhausted that you just want to sink under 

the heavy burdens of life? We can all feel this way at times. This can and does even happen to 

Pastors at times. In 1854 Charles Spurgeon’s Church and community was hit by a cholera 

outbreak. Spurgeon’s days were spent visiting the sick and performing funerals for those that had 

passed away. The burden had become so heavy that he felt like he was being crushed by the 

weight. But then he describes this event: one day he was headed home from a funeral of a 

Church member, and he was feeling utterly downtrodden. But then as he was walking past a 

shoemaker’s shop, in the window of the shop was written these words from this Psalm. 

Immediately Spurgeon was spurred on and reminded of the glories of God’s grace to those that 

put their trust in Him.  

     It was not just the words of Psalm 91:9-10, but the reality of these words that comforted 

Spurgeon. The reality that those who make their dwelling place in the LORD, he will be their 

refuge. The Lord will sustain and keep you in the midst of troubles. To be clear, this is not saying 

there will be no suffering or trials. This would be misunderstanding what the Psalmist is saying 

and the context of the Psalmist. We see that the Psalmist is in trouble already. It is not as if He is 

in times of peace and now realizing these truths. No, he is in the midst of trouble and now finds 

that he needs the Lord to be His refuge.  

     What does it mean that the Lord is our dwelling place? James Montgomery Boice writes, “It 

means living all of life in God.” The reality of the Lord being our dwelling place is perfectly 

fulfilled in Christ Jesus. When we trust in Jesus as our Lord and savior, we are found in Christ. 

As Paul then writes in Ephesians 1 In Christ we have been adopted, redeemed, and sealed by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. This means that even when we face trials and tribulations, the Lord is 

our dwelling place, and no one can take away what we have in Christ.  

    Looking at verse 10, we are once again, reminded that those who are in Christ will not face the 

judgment of God. Again, we must consider the context of this Psalm. The Psalmist is more than 

likely referring to the nation of Israel’s captivity in Egypt. He is specifically referring to the ten 

plagues that the Lord sent to rescue Israel while also casting judgment upon the pagan Egyptians. 

The thing is that most of the plagues did not strike the Israelites. What an amazing sign that 

God’s grace and favor are upon those that are faithful to Him.  

     Once again, we are reminded that when we are in Christ, at that last day, we will not face the 

judgment of God. No, we have received the righteousness of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21) and God no 

longer sees our sin but the righteousness of Christ upon us. God’s judgment will pass over, 

because of Jesus, just like it passed over the nation of Israel that night of the tenth plague. These 

verses then must encourage us to take these words as our own. Just as Spurgeon was spurred on 

to continue in his calling, we must likewise be spurred on by the words. We must remember our 

identity in Christ and know that nothing in this world can separate us from the love of God.  

 

For further study: Romans 8:38-39; 2 Corinthians 5:21  

      


