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“A fool takes no pleasure in understanding but only in expressing his opinion… If 

one gives an answer before he hears it is his folly and shame.”  

– Proverbs 18:2,13 

 

 Over the past several months, and even years, our culture has encouraged 

less and less of listening, and more and more of talking. What I mean by this is that 

we are too often quick to give our opinion before we even begin to listen to 

someone else’s opinion. This has been more vivid than ever in our political climate 

today. People on both sides of the political party think that they are right. Both 

sides want to prove the other one wrong. This has created lines in the sand, 

conflict, chaos, and complete disunity. My question then is this, what if we would 

listen to one another first?  

 To be clear, I am not saying we have to accept or even agree with the 

opposite opinion. I am also not saying to stand down and not stand up for the truth. 

What I am saying is that we need to be more ready to listen than to correct 

someone else’s opinion.  As is evident throughout the book of Proverbs, Godly and 

Biblical wisdom does make listening a key element of fearing the Lord. James 1:19 

also tells us, “Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to 

anger.” Christians should be influencing the culture around them, not being 

influenced by it. The Word of God is what is supposed to be what influences us, 

changes us, revives us (Psalm 19:7). Therefore, we should not become like those 

around us or what even those on the opposing side have become.  

 We are facing a unity crisis in our nation today. Looking at the Bible, one 

thing that would at the very least help fight against this disunity would be to strive 

for patience, have a heart to listen, and a desire to love our neighbor as ourselves 

(Matthew 22:39).  Practically speaking then when we are on social media, 

watching the media, talking with someone of opposing views, what is our first 

response?  

 

For further study: Psalm 141:3; Proverbs 21:23; Philippians 2:4; Ephesians 4:15 

Titus 3:2; James 1:26  

 

 

 

 

 


