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“7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near 

you. 8 You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked.” – Psalm 91:7–8 

 

     To properly understand this Psalm we must look at the context. Many believe this Psalm was 

written during the days of Moses and the nation of Israel’s slavery in Egypt. This would make 

since because of the Psalmists anxiety, fear, and need of deliverance. How did the Lord deliver 

the nation of Israel from Egypt? The Lord graciously answered the nation of Israel’s cry and 

delivered them after ten plague displaying His glory to the Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt (Ex. 7-

10).  The tenth plague was the final straw to sway Pharaoh because of the judgement that was 

displayed not only upon the Egyptian people but Pharaoh’s own firstborn was killed (Ex. 11-12). 

However, by God’s grace alone, the nation of Israel was spared (passed over) because of the 

blood of a lamb over their door post.  

     Imagine yourself in the nation of Israel’s shoes. Imagine being in your house that dark 

evening of the first Passover. Imagine the fear and the anxiety. Imagine the weight of that 

evening. Not only was their blood spilt of a lamb, but the blood of the Egyptians as well. For the 

Israelites, this night was one I am sure they could not forget. God delivered the them from their 

enemies by displaying terrible judgement upon them and taking their firstborns.      

     With this context in mind, the promises of Psalm 91:7-8 are then heard. Though many will die 

that fateful evening, “it will not come near you (Vs.7).” Even though the Lord’s judgment was 

present, they were only spectators and not recipients of this judgement (Vs. 8). What a promise 

of safety and deliverance. What a comfort to know that they were being spared from this 

judgement day.  

     How do these two verses apply to us today? First, we must remember that it was not just the 

blood of a lamb that one night but the blood of the lamb of God, Jesus Christ, that now saves us 

eternally (John 1:29). It is through Christ’s spilt blood that we are passed over and no longer fear 

the judgement of God (2 Cor. 5:21). It is through Christ’s spilt blood that we no longer fear, but 

are now confident and sure of our eternal hope with him knowing that nothing can separate us 

from the love of God (Rom. 8:38-39) 

     The second thing we must see in this Psalm is the overabundance of God’s grace. As the 

Psalm describes, “the recompense of the wicked” we must understand that we once were 

described in this way. As John Newton’s famous Hymn goes, “I once was lost, but now am 

found.” This indeed is amazing grace that we now are able to receive the blood of the one true 

and pure lamb as our own eternal sacrifice. When this is true for us, we can with confidence 

know that God’s judgment “will not come near you.” When this is not just an idea but an 

understood reality of our life, this promise of Psalm 91:7-8 will become more and more 

comforting. To know that God’s judgment is no longer upon you should encourage our very 

souls. Let us all find comfort that in Christ, we no longer fear the judgement of God.   

 

 

 


