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“We love because he first loved us.” 

 – 1 John 4:19 

 

          What an amazing truth to realize today. We love because God first love us. The only way 

we are ever able to love others, is first by God loving us. We know this because earlier in this 

same chapter John tells us that God is love. God in His very essence in love. Therefore, the love 

that we receive from God is working in and through us. God then is perfecting the broken love 

that we have without Him. Without God we have a sinful, broken, and selfish love. A love that 

only seeks it’s own benefit. Yet, the perfect love of God is working in us to mold and shape our 

love to each other. As Matthew tells us, “And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first 

commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Simply put, as 

Christians our lives should look rather simple, love God, and love our neighbor. Our love for 

God and for our neighbor are a response to the truth that is found in the Gospel. The truth that 

God first loved us and loved us so much that he graciously saved our undeserving souls. Now we 

have an opportunity to respond in love and to show the same love that we have received to those 

around us. Are you taking advantage of this opportunity and loving those closest to you?  

 

     Ask yourself, why do you seek to love others? What is the driving force behind why you 

serve and love those around you? Is it for selfish gain or is it in a response to your love for God? 

Why do you love your spouse, kids, friends etc.? Is your love that you have an outflowing of the 

love that you have received first from God?  

 

For further study: John 3:16; John 13:35; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 1 Peter 4:8 

 


