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“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” – Matthew 5:7 

 

     What should our character look like as Christians? How should we act, respond, and live as 

Christians? This is a massive question and one that is being shaped and formed by our culture. 

This is a huge mistake and huge problem. Our culture should not define what we should look like 

as Christians. Rather, I would challenge you that our character as Christians is being described in 

these Beatitudes. Our character as Christians is being described in the life and ministry of Jesus 

Christ. The amazing thing is that our character as Christians is not found in our efforts to pick up 

Christians teachings and apply them to our lives. Rather, if we truly claim to be a Christian, it is 

not us picking up Christian “ideas”, but Christ picking us up. What I mean is we are not reliant 

upon our efforts to have Christian character. Paul reminds us of this in Galatians 2:20, “I have 

been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

What Paul is saying is that Christ in me defines what I look like as a Christians. Christ defines 

my character, and this should dominate my life.  

     What does this have to do with the Beatitude, “Blessed are the merciful”?  More and more I 

have been seeing Christians being swayed by the culture on their definition of mercy. Mercy in 

the cultures eyes means to ignore, turn a blind eye to, or even to “be easy going”. Mercy in the 

world means to allow someone else’s truth to be their truth even if it is contrary to yours. As 

Christians we cannot stand for this! Jesus tells us rather we are blessed, happy, to be 

congratulated if we have Godly and Biblical mercy. So, what is a biblical definition of mercy?  

     To have mercy means to have pity and compassion and to put it in action. Mercy means to 

relieve the pain or the situation of someone else. We see this illustrated in the parable of the 

Good Samaritan. I would encourage you to go read this parable and see mercy at work. But on a 

much grander scale, God illustrates mercy to us as sinners. God looked down upon us in our 

sinful and broken situation and had pity and compassion on us. He then did not ignore or accept 

our sin, for that would be contrary to who God is in His character! Yes, God is merciful, but He 

is also just, holy, and righteous and to ignore or accept sin would be a contradiction to who he is 

and as a result completely impossible. So, what did God do? God took of our sin and placed it on 

our perfect sacrifice in Jesus Christ. Jesus then willingly received the wrath and justice of God in 

our place on the cross. Then He rose again defeating sin and death and those that believe in Him 

now live in Him. What a merciful God we serve!  

     Now that we have received this mercy from God, Jesus is saying it is only natural to then 

show this mercy to those around us. It is only nature in our very character as Christians to show 

compassion and pity on those around us. But I believe the challenge Jesus is presenting is not 

only compassion and pity for physical pains and situations. Instead, I believe Jesus is challenging 

the Christian and asking, do we have mercy on the lost soul? Do we care spiritually for those 

around us? Do we show compassion and pity on those that are lost and have not experienced the 

mercy of God? This is a wonderful challenge for the Christian in the current climate of our 

culture. Do you show mercy but do you actively show mercy to the lost soul? 

 

For further study: Luke 10:25-37; Ephesians 2:4-5 


