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Over the past few months I have been preaching on Paul's letter to the 
Phihppians. As I have said several times throughout this series, Paul is witing to 
encourage, motivate, and challenge the Philippians. In particular, his focus is on 
their fellowship and unity as believers in Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:27 seems to be 
a central theme for Paul's letter. He writes, "Only Jet your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may 
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by 
side for the faith of the gospel. " So as we exit this series and enter into our next 
series I want us to think about this verse and ask ourselves, are we unified at 
Shiloh? I f so, what unifies us? My prayer is that it is Gospel of Jesus Christ, our 
common beliefs, which then cause us to encourage one another to grow in our faith 
as we are on this journey called life. Are we a Church that could be called standing 
firm and side by side for the faith of the Gospel? This then causes the question well 
what is the Gospel? 

Our next sermon series that we are moving into on Sunday mornings is the 
Gospel of John. This Gospel in particular to the other three Gospels (Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke) is much more focused on answering the question, "who is this 
Jesus?". John himself writes in John 20:31, "But these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name. "So what is the Gospel? The Gospel is that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God and that He came and lived a perfect life, He died on the cross for our sins, 
and He then rose again from the dead. The whole goal in the life of Jesus Christ 
was that we may have life in His name, that we may be brought into a right 
relationship with God. This may seem like an obvious statement for some of us, 
and it may be brand new to others. Either way this is central to who we are as 
Christians. As we jump into the Gospel of John I hope it encourages us to see who 
Jesus was and is. That He is the God-man. The Lord of our lives. Our eternal 
savior. The truth of the Gospel is why we come and worship on Sundays, why we 
come to learn more in Sunday School, why we study and pray on Wednesdays, 
why we have Bible studies, and why we have our own individual devotions. 

Al l these are for our own good. They are for us to grow in our faith as 
believers. God gave us the Church for a reason, let us not waste this opportunity of 
grace that God has given us in His Church. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Dean 
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