
Friday word of encouragement 

 

I read this devotional this morning and was very challenged by these words. Take the time to read this today.  

 

- Pastor Dean  

 

“Listening is Believing” 

“In Zephaniah 3:1-2, the Lord presents an indictment against the city of Jerusalem. A city called to 

righteousness and holiness in God's presence is described as rebellious, defiled, and oppressive (vs. 1). 

In verse two, the Lord presents two categories of indictment as the basis for their defilement: the 

people's relation to the Word of God and, therefore, their relationship to the Lord himself.  

 

In the first category of indictment, this rebellious city is described as one that "listens to no voice" and 

"accepts no correction." It is within this context — how the people respond to God's Word — that 

their relationship with God is expressed in the second category: they "do not trust in the Lord" and 

"do not draw near to her God."  

 

These verses show a direct relationship: how one views the Word of God to how one views the Lord 

Himself. If you have ever asked yourself, "Am I drawing near to God?" or "Am I truly seeking him and 

fully trusting in the Lord?" then you may gauge your answer by how you listen to God in your stance 

to his Word.  

 

A love of God's Word shows that one seeks to live their life in the presence of God and how he calls 

us to live. It is in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments that we learn to live our lives properly 

before a holy God. So, if we truly listen to his Word, then we will accept his correction in seeking to 

live our lives as he calls us.  

 

Moreover, in listening to God's Word, we learn what it means to truly trust in God and draw near to 

him. In Scripture, we learn what we need for faith (belief and trust in God) as well as for life (holiness 

before the Lord). Therefore, it is in listening to the Lord that we show our trust in him and draw near 

to him in faith. A common phrase we hear today is that "seeing is believing," but, according to 

Zephaniah 3:2, it is more proper to say that "listening is believing," for it is in listening to his Word we 

draw near to God and trust in him.” 

 

By: William Wood 
 

 


