
SHILOH ARP COVID-19 CHURCH GUIDELINES 

As was said on Sunday and in the email last week, the Session of Shiloh ARP Church met last week 

5/12/2020 and a motion was made, seconded, and unanimously passed to allow worshippers to gather in 

the Sanctuary on 06/07/2020 for morning worship. Recognizing the COVID-19 virus has not been 

eradicated, we set the following policy and guidelines regarding our worship services for the month of 

June and beyond.  

• We encourage those who are at high risk for contracting any virus or illness because of compromised 

immunities, preexisting conditions, etc., or who simply don’t feel comfortable gathering with others 

at this point, to remain at home and join us via online broadcasts or DVD. 

• We will continue to post the service on our website and provided DVD’s for those that need them 

Sunday afternoons.  

• We will not have nursery or childcare services throughout the month of June. (We will have a 

children’s sermon during the service, but this will be conducted from the pulpit.) 

• We encourage all children to sit with their parents, and for parents to keep their children close by.  

• We will continue to distribute each Sunday’s Order of Worship electronically.  

• We will have hand sanitizing stations at the entrances and exits of the Sanctuary.  

• We will have masked ushers to assist worshippers as they arrive and leave Worship.  

• We will ensure that proper social distancing practices are followed, meaning that only families will be 

allowed to sit closer than 6 feet of one another.  

• We will observe a strict “no touching” policy, asking worshippers not to shake hands with one 

another or hug each other. We know this is hard, but please refrain. It is for our good and safety.  

• We strongly suggest and encourage worshippers to wear masks. If you do not have a mask, we can 

provide cloth mask that are washable and paper disposable mask.  

• Due to the nature of this virus spreading through the air, we have decided for the mean time that there 

will be no singing in the worship service.  

• We will receive tithes and offerings in the offering plates located near the entrances of the Sanctuary.  

• We reserve the right to ask anyone displaying symptoms akin to those of the COVID-19 or the flu to 

leave the Sanctuary.  

• We will begin with public worship and Wednesday night prayer meetings only (both observing these 

guidelines). This is the first step back. Other activities such as Sunday School, youth group, Bible 

studies, etc. will be added as time progresses. 

• We also want it to be clear that failure to follow these guidelines could again end our gathering for 

worship. For your own safety and the safety of one another let us observe these guidelines as best as 

possible.  

 

Words of wisdom from a fellow pastor: “We are aware that not everyone will feel comfortable attending 

worship at this point, and that is ok with us. We promise that there will be no sense of judgment upon 

those who choose to remain at home in the weeks ahead for their own sense of security and safety. We 

also promise that there will be no feeling of superiority or self-righteousness by those who choose to 

gather in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings. These are unusual and challenging times. We all pray that 

our Lord will see fit to mitigate all threats of the virus soon, allowing us to return to vigorous and full 

corporate worship shortly.”  

 

If you have any questions or concerns concerning these guidelines, please contact Pastor Dean or an elder.  

 

In Christ, 

The Session of Shiloh ARP Church 


