
WCC STUDENT MINISTRY COVENANT 
-Gracious Hospitality- Hospitality is at the heart of Christian imagination because in gospel we see God making 
room for us to share in His life through Jesus Christ. Therefore it becomes the heart of Christian worship and 
mission. By practicing hospitality we break down cultural and social barriers and find surprising friendships as we 
learn to set aside differences or embrace them, and “welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed” us. In 
gracious hospitality we seek to be present with others as gracious hosts. Our missional communities, shared 
meals, and Sunday worship liturgy is shaped by the practice of gracious hospitality as it orients our lives in God’s 
love, and postures our hearts for mission. 

• We will be gracious hosts- we will help set up, clean up, and give warm genuine welcome to 
members and strangers. We will serve one another- considering others’ needs- we’ll give up a 
seat, get someone a drink or food or a Bible.  (I will be a gracious host.) 

-Mission- Whereas in gracious hospitality we invite others to join us in our life with God, in mission we go where 
others are and join what the Spirit is already doing among them. Mission is a way of seeing people, being 
genuinely interested in them, and wanting their lives to be made whole. But unlike Jesus, most of us have 
homes, jobs, and families. Therefore we must be intentional and habitual as we bear witness to God's kingdom 
and step out as every day people living in every day places to meet those who want God’s peace. In mission 
we are sent to be present and this requires missional rhythms that teach us to be attentive to God's work 
among the places we live, work and play. 

• We will not be spectators, rather we will participate in God’s Kingdom.  This means living a 
life awake to God and his work in the world, joining Him in those places, and living a life on 
mission in our daily life at school / home / work / play.  (I will join God in what He is doing in 
the world.) 

-Proximity- Our American culture tempts us to keep to ourselves in isolation or keep others at a comfortable 
distance. Consequently, we live among people in close proximity but lack neighborliness. We have come to 
realize that for our lives to flourish we must live in close community as good neighbors to all who live among us. 
God has demonstrated this to us by taking on flesh in Jesus Christ, living among us, and gathering us into one 
community of faith. As the first disciples learned by following Jesus, proximity creates greater space in our lives 
for gracious hospitality, meaningful community and mission. 

• We will not pass by.  When God surrounds us with opportunities to share His love with those all 
around us, we will be a people who notice the ones in need, and serve them with all that we 
are and all that we have. (I will love my neighbor.) 

-Listening- If we are to embrace any of our values we must learn to listen, both to God, one another, and our 
neighborhoods and city. If we are to join Him in what He is doing and bear witness to His presence with our lips 
and lives, we must turn one ear up to God and one ear out to others. To embrace a posture of listening is to 
embrace a life of prayer and wise discernment. 

•We listen with respect and compassion, seeking to understand, grow, and discover more 
about what God is doing.  We listen to God, to each other, and our world to see where we 
might join God in loving each other, our neighbor, city, and world.  In teaching environments 
we participate by listening to the one teaching and joining the conversation when 
appropriate. 

 (I will listen.) 



-Honesty- In meaningful community and an awareness of our common need for God, we can eventually take 
the risk of exposing our hearts. We believe that “admitting our sin” is not the first step in a one-time transaction 
for salvation, but a life-long practice of opening oneself to God for healing. Because being honest is more 
important than being right, we seek to practice this kind of vulnerability in our life together as God's children. 
Sharing life together inevitably brings conflict, but conflict can be healthy if we deal with it openly, as Jesus 
teaches. We are committed to a discreet yet direct approach, with the aim to restore peace and wholeness as 
we learn to practice forgiveness, repentance and reconciliation. 

• We will be a community of confession and forgiveness.  In order to heal and get better we will 
give permission to each other to speak into one another’s lives.  We will hold confidentiality in 
the highest regard, not sharing the personal things discussed and confessed.  We will not allow 
‘drama’ or bullying to be a part of our community- speaking only encouraging words, and 
handling conflict with humility, grace, and forgiveness seeking reconciliation.  (I will confess 
and forgive.) 

-Mutual Submission- Disagreement is an opportunity to set apart Jesus as Lord. Because His Spirit lives within 
each believer, we “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” As a community of faith we turn one ear 
up to God as we turn one ear out to each other; as pastors, we practice shared leadership; as a church, we 
practice communal discernment. We are not a corporation or a well-managed club. We are the wounded-
but-healed, scarred-but-beautiful body of Christ. Each person in our faith community is important.  

• We understand that we are in this together seeking God’s glory, not our own.  We will submit to 
God and one another out of reverence for Christ- respecting our time together, our space, our 
relationships, and our vision as a people joined with God on mission.  This means focusing on 
the purpose of the meeting, leaving off topic things for later.  It means letting go of our way, 
for the good of others. (I will seek God’s glory, not my own.) 

-Restorative Justice- In Jesus as King, God is restoring all of creation making right all that has been 
made wrong due to sin, rebellion, violence and fear. As we live and bear witness to God's kingdom, 
we find ourselves in the midst of ugly powers, systems of greed, and political posturing. God's 
kingdom doesn't always align with these powers and therefore to promote peace and restoration we 
must sometimes humbly confront these broken systems and set ourselves to make right what has 
been wrong.  

• We try to live out God’s justice in the world- not participating in systems of injustice (violence, 
revenge, bullying, lust, prejudice, racism, gossip), using our words an actions to heal not hurt, 
participating in God’s Kingdom which makes right what is wrong in the world- meaning we join 
him where we see injustice to bring peace and healing, making right what has been made 
wrong by sin an death. (I will embrace justice and oppose injustice.) 

 

I will be a gracious host.  I will join God on Mission.  I will love my neighbor.  I will listen.  I will confess 
and forgive.  I will seek God’s glory, not my own.  I will embrace justice and oppose injustice. 

As a part of WCC and Student Ministry I,                                                                   , commit to enter into 
this covenant relationship.   
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