
R e a d i n g 
Scripture 
Within Five 
Movements 

Written by O. Fred Liggin IV 
Created for 

www.williamsburgchristianchurch.org 

http://www.williamsburgchristianchurch.org


There is always a danger with ideas like what I offer here. Task-driven or 
list-driven approaches to the Christian faith can dupe us into thinking that 
this is all it takes to accomplish what is proposed. At worst it can leave us 
thinking it is the only way. What I offer here is a guide, a helpful 
companion, not an authoritative one. I do not believe this is the only way. It 
may not even be the best way. What I do believe is that approaching the 
Scriptures should be a prayerful, communal and thoughtful practice.  
 Also, about the word “movement.” Movement indicates ebb and flow
—a process—rather than sequential steps. This guide isn’t to be understood 
as a list of tasks or rules, but as a helpful process. I believe they can help us 
lean into the dramatic unfolding of God’s story revealed to us in the reign of 
Jesus and away from approaching the Scriptures carelessly or taking things 
out of context. Finally, I believe these five movements can also help us 
answer the questions, “Has God spoken and if so, what has God said?” 
 A nerd-word: The Bible is meant to be seen as God’s self-disclosure 
to the world and reveals the true story of God's intentions for the world. It 
proposes to us a different way of life for us and wants to form within us, 
those who worship God, a renewed imagination, so we can see what God is 
doing through the Lordship of Jesus. I believe the Scriptures want to form 
within us what we can call a historical imagination. I call it historical 
because it looks back at concrete and actual experiences of God’s people 
that have already been judged as sacred and purposeful in the history of 
God's people as revealed in the Bible. These experiences serve as witnesses 
and voices to helps us understand our own personal experiences of God. I 
call it imagination because it invites us to look ahead and be open to new 
possibilities yet to be seen, so that we can make new connections to God’s 
work and presence among us based upon God’s promises in our shared 
experiences. I believe this guide can help us. 

Movement 1: Their Society 
Understanding the historical intent (“original context”) of a text can be 
helpful and easy to overthink. It will take some work and maybe some help, 
but do not overthink it. Be open to the historical, literary, and cultural 
context of a text, as well as the problems, questions and concerns of the 
original audience. See how the Holy Spirit through the biblical author 
addresses those issues and can open us up to the historical world of 
Scripture. At minimum, consider how the text fits with the larger biblical 
story as revealed in the good news of God’s kingdom.  

Ask: What is the text saying to them living in their society and what is this 
text trying to do to them while living in their society? 

Movement 2: The Church in Our Society 
We want to connect the world of the Bible and its historical culture to the 
society of today and the specific context in which we live. Resist the 
temptation to think individualistically and personally. Think communally. 

Ask: What is this text saying to the church (us) living in our society and 
what is this text trying to do to the church? 

Movement 3: My Place In It 

We want to listen for how a text makes sense to us in our society and 
applies to each individual person now, no matter the problem, question, or 
circumstance. 

Ask: What is my place in this text and what should I think, believe, see, 
feel, and do in response to this text? 

Movement 4: Summed Up in Christ 

See John 5:39-40. If what I think, believe, see, feel, and do in response to a 
text cannot be seen in the actions and teachings of Jesus as revealed in the 
gospels, I should reconsider my interpretation.  

Ask: How does my interpretation of this text align (or conflict) with what 
I see in the actions and teachings of Jesus Christ? 

Movement 5: Personal Bias 

We must be willing to accept that we see life through any number of lenses. 
We can call this our “social location.” Our social location includes any 
combination of factors, including religious tradition, upbringing, 
presuppositions, ideology, values, age, gender, ethnicity, race, social class, 
ability, etc. This is okay as long as we are aware of how this influences what 
we read. The good news is that our bias is usually revealed in how we 
answer the question in movement four. 

Ask: How could my social location influence my reading of this text? 

Conclusion 
We are not trying to master the content of Scripture nearly as much as we 
are trying to allow the Master revealed in Scripture to shape the content of 
our lives. The Scriptures want to do more than tell us something, they want 
to do something to us, together, as God’s beloved household of witnesses to 
the reign of Jesus as Lord and King.  
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