
WCC Pentecost Sunday 2021

PENTECOST PRAYER
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by 
the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the 
preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth. Grant us by the 
same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. (The Common Book of Prayer, 1979)

Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in one place. 
2 Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it 
filled the whole house where they were staying. 3 And tongues, like flames of fire 
that were divided, appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 Then 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability for speech.

There are at Least Five Realities of the Interrupting Spirit of God

1. The interrupting Spirit disrupts our familiarity and comfort individually and 
socially

Acts 2:5-13
There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. 6 When this sound occurred, a crowd came together and was confused 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 And they were 
astounded and amazed, saying,“Look, aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 How is it that each of us can hear in our own native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites; those who live in Mesopotamia, in 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking the magnificent acts 
of God in our own languages.” 12 They were all astounded and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What could this be?” 13 But some sneered and said, 
“They’re full of new wine!”

- Disorientation can happen when the Spirit interrupts (vs. 12)
- Tension and conflict may come when the Spirit interrupts (vs. 13)

God's Spirit isn’t after our vision of comfort, but God's vision of what is good. The peace 
we want comes by trusting the Spirt of God in the midst of the interruption, not from the 
absence of disorientation, tension, and conflict the Spirit may create.

It is worth noting that all this disorientation, tension and conflict arises from the Spirit's 
inclusion of many, and often unexpected, ethnicities, cultures, voices, and perspectives 
of those we'd rather not include (Acts 2:7-11, 17-18). 
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The Spirit of God is no respecter of schedules, agendas, or comfort levels. The Spirit of 
God may fit “inside of our hearts,” but not inside of our preferences.

2. The interrupting Spirit disrupts our organized world that preserves our 
stability: our institutions, social classes, and categories of control.

Acts 2:14-18, 21
But Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed to them: 
“Men of Judah and all you residents of Jerusalem, let me explain this to you and 
pay attention to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, 
since it’s only nine in the morning. 16 On the contrary, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 17 And it will be in the last days, says God, that I will 
pour out My Spirit on all humanity; then your sons and your daughters will 
prophesy, your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 
18 I will even pour out My Spirit on My male and female slaves in those days, 
and they will prophesy. . . 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.

- The sons and daughters in a patriarchal led by principally by men because it was 
believed that authority and leadership can only come from men. But leadership and 
authority in the kingdom of God comes not with gender, but with the Spirit. (vs. 17)

- The old and young where it was believed that the old are approaching uselessness 
and the young are too naive to be useful. Wisdom and purpose in the kingdom God 
comes not with age, but with the Spirit. (vs. 17) 

- The slaves, male and female, who were marginalized by the unjust conditions of 
society and left without resources. When you have the Holy Spirit you have all the 
resources you need, no matter how much the unjust conditions of society seeks to 
marginalize you. (vs. 18)

The Spirit of God destabilizes our world in order to re-stabilize it in light of God’s vision 
and in line with Kingdom--God’s rule expressed in how we live in our world, love one 
another, and love our neighbor.

3. The Interrupting Spirit sends us as witnesses whose testimony is sometimes 
disruptive

Acts 2:32-36
God has resurrected this Jesus. We are all witnesses of this. 33 Therefore, since 
He has been exalted to the right hand of God and has received from the Father 
the promised Holy Spirit, He has poured out what you both see and hear. 34 For 
it was not David who ascended into the heavens, but he himself says:
The Lord declared to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand 35 until I make Your enemies 
Your footstool.’
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36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah!”

Jesus shows us what it means to live a Spirit-empowered, Spirit-filled, Spirit-interrupted 
life (Acts 10:38). Peter refers to Jesus as the "Man from Nazareth" who God accredited 
as Spirit-empowered messianic king through miracles wonders and signs. In the 
resurrection, which David saw long ago through the divine interruption of prophecy, the 
Spirit interrupts our world held captive to the reign of sin and death. All of the conflict 
that comes from the reign of sin and death—fear, violence, anxiety, heartbreak, loss, 
injustice, exclusion, or always grasping in order to get and gain—none of these things 
have to be the way of life for God’s Spirit-filled people.

But do we have the imagination for it? Is this story of Pentecost just a story we read or 
does it open us up to the vision of God for you and for you, for our society? The Spirit of 
God who comes with divine authority from the right hand of God to live within God’s 
people is making us the sanctuary of God sent into society to participate in God's Spirit-
led mission. The Spirit guides us in obedience to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ 
to bear witness to what we see and hear in the Scriptures and the reign of God 
experienced in our own lives. Our witness of the life of King Jesus as citizens of God's 
Kingdom will sometimes interrupt the our society. This shouldn't surprise us  because 
the Spirit of God led Jesus in the disruption of the religious and political powers of his 
day. 

4. The Interrupting Spirit issues an Invitation

Acts 2:37-40
37 When they heard this, they came under deep conviction and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles: “Brothers, what must we do?”
38 “Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who 
are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words 
he testified and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved from this corrupt 
generation!”

- for repentance to every heart
- for the baptism of every one who repents
- for all to receive forgiveness and empowered new life
- for every life to be transformed
- for the surrender of every life to the Kingship of Jesus as Lord.
- for all to bring their surrendered lives together and form a new kind of family, a new 

kind of community committed to hospitality and generosity.

This promise is for all generations across time and space. It will not and cannot be 
limited by the traditions or institutions we build to preserve our stabilities and comforts. 
Godliness with contentment is great gain, not our own preferred comfort or way of doing 
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life as individuals in society or as a church. Church is not about the saved, it involves 
the saved and is about bearing witness to God's presence in the world by how we love 
one another and others. So:

5. The Interrupting Spirit Interrupts Our Status Quo

Acts 2:41-47
41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about 3,000 
people were added to them. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers.
43 Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being 
performed through the apostles. 44 Now all the believers were together and held 
all things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and property and 
distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need. 46 Every day they devoted 
themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and broke bread from 
house to house. They ate their food with a joyful and humble attitude, 47 praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them 
hose who were being saved.

When we learn to receive the divine interruptions of the Spirit together, we allow God to 
dictate our plans, dreams and goals not through the opinion or insight of one person, 
but through the Spirit of God working in and through all of us who are humble and 
obedient to Christ. The Spirit’s interruptive work transforms communities of faith that 
transform the world. Our hearts are redirected toward a new way of life ruled by a new 
authority--a King. The Spirit forms a oneness of heart and mind between us 
demonstrated by hospitality and the generous sharing of resources with one another. 
Lives are ultimately re-organized resulting in re-organized communities of Jesus that 
become transformed communities of Jesus that bear witness to divine love, 
reconciliation, forgiveness, humility, and peace are marks of this kingdom.

How is it possible that the gospel should be credible? I am suggesting that the 
only answer is a congregation of men and women who believe it and live by it.” 
Lesslie Newbigin (1909-1998) Missionary, Pastor and Theologian

Prayer
Oh God, have mercy on us. Help us to see you rightly. Give us holy imagination so that 
we can see those places in the world that you have hidden yourself in glory. Glorious 
Father, interrupt our lives by and through your Spirit. Create in each of us a clean heart 
and create through us a new community who offers an alternative way of life to the 
world--a life of love, grace, peace, justice, mercy and hospitality--a life fitting of your 
Kingdom. Father, we thank you that it is by grace alone we are saved. We thank you 
that it is by grace alone that we live. We pray by that by this same grace You, through 
Your Spirit, would transform our lives, this church, our neighborhoods, our city, our 
surrounding counties, and our world. In the name of the One Who lived, died, was risen 
and now reigns, our Lord, Savior and King Jesus Christ, and all of God’s people said, 
“Amen.”
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