
Adjusting to the Current Moment of Covid 

Good evening WCC Family, 

We wanted to take a moment to update you regarding the discussion the leadership had 
Tuesday evening at our August monthly meeting. We discussed the increase in the 
Covid cases and the CDC’s recommendation for both vaccinated and unvaccinated 
neighbors to wear masks in indoor spaces in an effort to slow down overall societal 
transmission. Virginia has continued to experience an increase in numbers each 
passing day since April. We are seeing increases locally. With the transmission rate of 
this highly contagious Delta variant, this is something we must tend to.  

Let’s Acknowledge Some Things 

We want to acknowledge that the numbers and data associated with Covid can be 
confusing. Everyone has opinions and perspectives along with some blog, post, tweet, 
study, or other form of data to support their view. We also want to acknowledge the 
politicization and varied perspectives associated with this virus. It is wearisome and 
confusing, especially when as Christ-followers we are navigating a post-truth culture 
where skepticism, apathy, expert-delusion, and mistrust is at work. What often gets lost 
in all the debates around science, liberty, etc., is our collective humanity and the weight 
we all feel, especially those who serve all who get sick in the medical community. 
Therefore, we also want to acknowledge that medical professionals throughout this 
country in certain locations (not locally, thankfully) are feeling the strain of running out of 
hospital beds, staff shortages, and ongoing secondary trauma, while we as a larger 
society debate masks, science, liberty, etc.   

Where We Are 

When this pandemic began WCC leadership guided by the WCC Pandemic 
Discernment Community (PDC) concluded that we should do what is most inclusive for 
the most vulnerable among us. Hence, the creation (and sustaining of) online 
gatherings, adjusting to outdoor gatherings (including equipment), masked gatherings, 
etc. We wanted to do what is necessary for love and faithful witness to our 
neighbors (see 1 Corinthians 12). We knew that some of us, if not many, would be 
called to a form of mutual submission that requires tangible expressions of sacrificial 
love (see 1 Corinthians 10:23). Thanks be to God and for God’s work in you we 
navigated this faithfully and graciously as guided by our Rule of Life. We wanted to 
maintain a faithful witness and love of one another.  

So, during our leadership meeting Tuesday evening we acknowledged that most of our 
church family is vaccinated, while some are still discerning the vaccination and others 
are navigating health concerns that makes vaccinating very challenging. Finally, we 
repeated once again how all of us have thoughts and opinions, for different reasons, 
about masks, vaccinations, etc. But one thing we also acknowledged is that because of 



our commitment to Christ as King and our willingness to be a church family, we have 
committed to a common life. This always includes serving one another in tangible, 
hospitable, and sacrificial ways. 

As for this current moment, practically speaking this means we must do what is best for 
the church family as a whole. Therefore, we are asking all of us to wear masks 
again for the first gathering (9am) and allow all of us to make the personal choice to 
mask or not for the second gathering (11am gathering). Concerning how we can 
practically consider the inclusion of the most vulnerable among us, here is an example. 
One of the major factors in choosing the 11am gathering as the gathering where masks 
are ’optional’ is due to our beloved Lwanga community. Due to the intellectual, 
emotional, and developmental challenges they live with, they are medically unable to 
wear masks (they are vaccinated).  

Even still, here is our disclaimer: if the numbers in James City County continue to rise 
after this coming Sunday, we want to prepare you for the likelihood that we may have to 
request all to mask for all gatherings. If that happens, some of us will conduct worship 
gatherings for the Lwanga Community at an entirely different time (we will let you know). 
Thankfully, we trust (and must pray) this is all a temporary measure and will soon see 
numbers stabilize. It is also important to note that we will move toward at least one 
outdoor gathering per week as soon as the weather begins to cool down (which we 
wanted to do on occasion due to how many appreciate outdoor gatherings).  

As for this Sunday here is the recap: 

For the 1st gathering (9:00 am), we will ask everyone who attends the 9 am gathering to 
wear their mask anytime they are indoors at the building. We will have masks if you 
forget yours. If you wish to come gathering with us at 11:00 am you are welcome to 
come and wear your mask or not wear your mask.   

For the 2nd gathering (11:00 am), we will continue as we have been. However, we still 
ask that if you haven’t been vaccinated that you please continue to wear your mask. 
 
We pray that we will all continue to live into our WCC Rule of Life, the over 50 "one 
another commands," and gather together even in light of this renewed masking season. 
Being together in the Spirit in song, prayer, confession, Scripture, and around the Lord’s 
Table matters. 
 
On Behalf of the Leadership, 
 
Fred 

 


