
Williamsburg Christian Church 
Evening of Lament and Petition for Afghanistan and Haiti 

 
Opening prayer (in unison) 

O merciful Father, who have taught us in your holy Word that 
You do not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men: 

Look with pity upon the sorrow of the people of Afghanistan and Haiti, 
for whom our prayers are offered. Remember them, O Lord, in mercy, 

nourish their souls with patience, comfort them with a sense of 
Your goodness, lift up your countenance upon them, and give  

them peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
(Book of Common Prayer) 

 
Opening song – “Weep with Me” Rend Collection (YouTube link) 
 
Light a candle for the people of Afghanistan 
 
Lament, and petition God for Afghanistan – the human tragedy that is taking place as a 
country collapses 
 

Segment 1 – For the Christians in the land 
 
Most of the Christians in Afghanistan are ‘underground’. No one knows the true 

numbers, though the Church has grown significantly over the past decades. Some estimates are 
as high as 20,000. Reports coming from pastors and Christians in the land say that they are in 
hiding, fearing that the Taliban will follow through on threats against them. Most of the Afghan 
believers are from a Muslim background. It is apostasy punishable by death for a Muslim to 
change religions. 

 
• Pray for God to sovereignly use this situation for His glory 
 
• Pray that the believers would be strengthened in the Lord 

  
  • Pray for their physical protection and provision 
  

 • Pray for the advance to the Gospel in these dark times 
  
Segment 2 – Evacuation of American citizens and allies 

The Afghan SIV (special immigrant visa) program was implemented in 2009 by Congress to 
offer permanent protection to Afghans—including their spouses and children—who helped the 
U.S. in the war effort with interpreting and translating. There are currently an estimated 80,000 
SIV applicants in the system, and more who are now considered eligible. The process can take as 
long as a 1 - 3 years. While the government has been working for months to expedite the process, 
it appears to be “too little too late” for thousands of Afghans who are trying to legitimately leave 
the country. Thousands of American citizens living in Afghanistan are also needing to be 



evacuated. Getting to the airport is a safety issue, as the American military is only protecting the 
airport, and the Taliban has control of the city. 
 

• Pray for God’s Spirit to hover over the chaos 
 

• Pray for safe passage for Americans and their allies as they travel to the airport 
and are evacuated. 

 
  • Pray for the American military as they assist in the evacuation process 
 

 • Pray for the processing of tens of thousands of refugees as they are relocated to 
receiving countries 

   
Segment 3 –The Taliban 
  
In the early 1990s the Taliban came into power and ruled the nation with their cruel and 

harsh interpretation of Islamic law. In 2001 they were removed from power by the American 
military. Though weakened, they continued to regain strength until now, with the withdrawal of 
American forces, they have been able to take over the country with lightning speed. Their leaders 
have promised a more reformed and modern approach to government, but fears remain about the 
strict interpretation and implementation of Sharia Law and the loss of human rights gained 
during the last 20 years. 
 

• Pray for the women and girls who are the most vulnerable to lose the rights they 
have gained over the past 20 years 

 
• Pray for the Taliban leaders – God tells us to “Love our enemies” 

  
• Pray for the soldiers (American, British, and others) who have fought for the 

freedom of the Afghan people 
 

• Pray for the leaders of our country as they navigate difficult waters to negotiate 
with the Taliban 

 
Light a candle for the people of Haiti 
 
Psalm 46:1-7, 10-11 (in unison) 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake with their surging 

 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 



the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
He lifts His voice, the earth melts.  

 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth.  
 

The Lord Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress.”  

 
Lament and Petition God for Haiti 

On August 14th @ 08:29 in the morning Haiti was struck by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake. 
This was followed by torrential rains from tropical storm Grace leaving much of Haiti literally 
under water. All of this in one of the poorest nations on Earth … 
 

Segment 1: Provision & Protection 
• More than 2000 dead, 12,000+ wounded, hundreds still missing; an estimated 

600,000 have limited or no access to shelter, safe water & food 
• Aid agencies & rescue workers are finding it difficult to reach victims with 

supplies due to washed out roads and attacks by armed gangs in remote areas 
• Survivors are living in make-shift tent compounds on football fields & any open 

space that they can find; families have little protection against the elements & are getting 
sick from dysentery, etc., but have no access to medical assistance 

• Pray protection also for the hundreds of aid workers who have come from many 
nations 

 
Segment 2: Spiritual needs 

• Haiti is home to a ‘virulent strain of voodoo’ that has had a spiritual stranglehold 
on its people for generations; pray for the Christ-followers there to have the Spiritual, 
Emotional & Physical strength to be His witnesses in the midst of the chaos – to minister 
to those in distress 

• Pray for Unity and Harmony among the Haitian Christian communities to help 
and encourage each other; especially pray for church leaders to be bold in their witness 
to/within the government (you may recall that the Haitian President was recently 
assassinated) 

• Pray for Spiritual, Emotional, and Physical Healing for those that are hurting 
and who suffered so many losses 

 
Closing song - “O Day of Peace” by Josh Garrels (YouTube link) 
 



Weep With Me 
 

Verse 1 
Weep with me, 

Lord, will You weep with me? 
I don’t need answers, all I need 
Is to know that You care for me 

Hear my plea, are You even listening? 
Lord, I will wrestle with Your heart 

But I won’t let you go 
 

Pre-Chorus 
You know I believe, help my unbelief 

 
Chorus 

Yet I will praise You 
Yet I will sing of Your name 

Here in the shadows 
Here I will offer my praise 

What’s true in the light 
Is still true in the dark 

You’re good and You’re kind 
And You care for this heart 

Lord, I believe 
You weep with me 

 
Verse 2 

Part the seas, Lord, make a way for me 
Here in the midst of my lament 
I have faith, yes I still believe 

That You love me, Your plans are to prosper 
me 

You’re working everything for good 
Even when I can’t see 

 
Back to the Pre-Chorus 

Back to Chorus 
Bridge 2X 

Turn my lament into a love song 
From this lament, raise up an anthem 

Back to Chorus 
 
Rend Collective 2018 – YouTube Link 

 
 

O Day of Peace 
 

Verse 1 
O day of peace that dimly shines 

Through all our hopes and prayers and 
dreams, 

Guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
Delivered from our selfish schemes. 

 
Verse 2 

May the swords of hate fall from our hands, 
Our hearts from envy find release, 

Till by God's grace our warring world 
Shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. 

 
Verse 3 

Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 
Nor shall the fierce devour the small; 

As beasts and cattle calmly graze, 
A little child shall lead them all. 

 
Verse 4 

Then enemies shall learn to love, 
All creatures find their true accord; 
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
For all the earth shall know the Lord. 

 
Words by Rev. Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
Music by Josh Garrels 2016 
YouTube Link 

 
 

 


