
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 15 

 

I Believe in Jesus Christ  

August 16, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The African American spiritual “Give Me Jesus” begins “In the morning when I rise, Give me 

Jesus,” words that remind us that our Savior, Jesus, is with us at all times. The same truth is 

expressed in another hymn in which English hymnist Timothy Dudley-Smith writes: “Christ be 

my Leader by night as by day; Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.” Jesus Christ, 

whom we confess in the Creed, is always there to comfort and to guide us. Our songs of praise, 

whether new to us or old favorites, can well express our thanksgiving for His loving care. 

 

GATHERING SONG                                                                  “Grace Flows Down”     
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
Amazing love 
Now flowing down 
From hands and feet 
That were nailed to the tree 
As grace flows down and covers me. 
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
Amazing love 
Now flowing down 
From hands and feet 
That were nailed to the tree 
As grace flows down and covers me. 
 

It covers me 
It covers me 
It covers me 
And it covers me 

                                                   
WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS          

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen!  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor:   It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section on 
confession in the Small Catechism informs and directs us with these words, 
which summarizes it well. 

People:   Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that  
 we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God  



 Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven  
 before God in heaven. 
 

Pastor:   Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His 
forgiveness. 

People:   O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess  
 to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and  
 justly deserved Your present and eternal punishment. By nature, I am a  
 sinful creature. By thought, word, and deed, I have continually  
 transgressed Your Law. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your  
 Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite  
 being. Forgive me all of my sins, and grant me the power of Your Holy  
         Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 
 

Pastor:   God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
People:   Amen. 
 

Pastor:   As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
  authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the   

 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen. 

 
INSTALLATION OF SAMANTHA ROOT & ALL ZION TEACHERS  

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                 Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Pastor:          The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 
People:         Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And 
behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer 
her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying 
out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not right to 
take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great 
is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit  

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                      “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

Verse 1 
"Great is Thy faithfulness, " O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Chorus 



"Great is Thy faithfulness!" "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
"Great is Thy faithfulness, " Lord, unto me! 
 

Verse 2 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Verse 3 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 
SERMON                                                                                            "Great Faith"  
 
CREED                                                                                                      Nicene Creed 
 

People:  I believe in one God, 
   the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 

   being of one substance with the Father, 
   by whom all things were made; 
   who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; 

   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
   He suffered and was buried. 
   And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
   whose kingdom will have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord and giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

   I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
   and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
   and the life ✠ of the world to come. Amen 



 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as  
  Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. God, our Father in  
  heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace  
  that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true  
  teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn  
  from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed  
  and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who  
  are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by  
  faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the  
  midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and  
  sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend  
  [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done.  
  Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us  
  trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts  
  may beat peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin  
  may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh,  
  to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles.  
  Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now  
  and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ,  
  our Lord. 
People:  Amen 

✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 

 
PREFACE 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

  when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

  “Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

   of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My ✠ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People:  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER           

People:           Our Father who art in heaven, 
                             hallowed be Thy name, 
                             Thy kingdom come, 
                             Thy will be done on earth 
                                  as it is in heaven; 
                             give us this day our daily bread; 
                             and forgive us our trespasses 
                                  as we forgive those 
                                  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION                          “What A Beautiful Name” 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Holy Father, we ask You now, by this blessed food and drink, to 
deliver Your Church from every evil, to teach it to love You perfectly, and make it 
truly one, even as this bread was made from many grains of wheat to become 
the carrier of the body of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  

People:  Amen.  

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN 

Lord, I give this school year to you. I pray that each child will learn exactly what is 
right for them to learn. Help them to master new skills and increase in their love 
of learning. Prepare them for what you have for them in their futures. Protect 
them from what is harmful to them and expose them to good things only. I pray 
that they will have good attitudes and a willingness to work hard. I pray that they 
will show respect and obedience. Please give our families peace during this 



altered school year. Thank you for loving them, protecting them, and caring for 
them. In your heavenly name.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

Pastor:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SENDING SONG                                                          “Holy is the Lord” 
 

We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great, how awesome is He 
 

And together we sing 
  

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 
  

We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great, how awesome is He 
  

And together we sing 
 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 
  

It's rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 
It's rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 
  

And together we sing 
Everyone sing 
  

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 


