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AS WE GATHER 
 

Treasures are hard to find and even harder to hold on to. Jesus describes the kingdom of God 

as a great treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price, and a net full of fish. But this treasure 

is one of God’s own making. He esteems us His treasured possession and delivers up His own 

Son that we might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom without end. On earth that 

treasure is hidden in the dirt, found side by side among cheap trinkets, and in nets that hold 

good and bad fish. But one day, it will all be clear. They will be set apart and the false treasures 

exposed. For now, it is enough to believe His Word and trust in His promise and hold steadfast 

to His Son. 

 

GATHERING SONG                                                    Come Now Is the Time to Worship 
 

Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 
 
One day ev'ry tongue will confess You are God 
One day ev'ry knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those 
Who gladly choose you now 
 
Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 
 
One day ev'ry tongue will confess You are God 
One day ev'ry knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those, 
Who gladly choose you now 
 
Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 
Come  
Come 
 



WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS          

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  We gather in the name of the Father who creates, Jesus who saves ✠, the Holy  
  Spirit, who gives power. 
People: Amen! Praise God in all the earth because our God is a great God. 
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor:   Do good, O Lord, to those who hold fast to Your name 

People:   and to those upright in heart. 
 

Pastor:  But those who turn aside to their crooked ways, 

People:  the Lord will lead away with evildoers. 
 

Silence for self-examination 
 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

People:  O Lord, have mercy upon us poor, miserable sinners. We have offended  

  You in thought, word, and deed. We have sinned against our neighbor.  

  Spare us, O God, who confess our sins to You and who hide not our faults  

  from Your eyes. Restore the penitent and forgive us all our sins according   

to the promise of Your mercy revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. As  

 He suffered and died to cover our sins, cover us with His righteousness,   

and grant us grace that today and every day we live upright, sober, and 

godly lives to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake  

 forgives you all your sins. Through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, our Savior,  

 you have been made children of God in Baptism and live because of His mercy.  

 As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 

Forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Pastor:  May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day of  

  our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

✠ WORD ✠ 

SALUTATION  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People:   And also with you. 

 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that,  

 receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded;  
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the  
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP SONG                                                             Glorious Day (Living He Loved Me) 
Verse 1 
One day when Heaven was filled with His praises 
One day when sin was as black as could be 
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin 
Dwelt among men, my example is He 
Word became flesh and the light shined among us 
His glory revealed 
 
Chorus 
Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
 
Verse 2 
One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain 
One day they nailed Him to die on a tree 
Suffering anguish, despised and rejected 
Bearing our sins, my Redeemer is He 
Hands that healed nations, stretched out on a tree 
And took the nails for me 
 
Chorus 
Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
 
Verse 3 
One day the grave could conceal Him no longer 
One day the stone rolled away from the door 
Then He arose, over death He had conquered 
Now is ascended, my Lord evermore 
Death could not hold Him, the grave could not keep Him 
From rising again 
 
 



Chorus 
Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
 
Bridge 
One day the trumpet will sound for His coming 
One day the skies with His glories will shine 
Wonderful day, my Beloved One bringing 
My Savior Jesus is mine 
 
Chorus/Ending 
Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
Glorious day 
Oh glorious day 
 
EPISTLE                                                      Romans 8:28–39 
 

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Matthew 13:44–52 
 

Pastor:          The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People:         Glory to You, O Lord. 



44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. 
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding 
one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of 
every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit  

SERMON                                                                                   “Did You Understand?” 
         Matthew 13:44-52 
Stand                                        
 

CREED                                                                                                Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
           maker of heaven and earth. 
   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life ✠ everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    
 

Pastor:  Lord of mercy, hear the prayers of Your people who call upon You in the name of  
  Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Almighty God, Your love once created all things and set apart a people of Your  
promise.  Grant to us faith that we believe Your Word, heed the call of Your love, 
and find peace in Your gift of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 



 
Pastor:  Blessed Father, Your love is our great treasure and Your kingdom Your gift.   

Grant that we with bold voice make known Your salvation to all the ends of the 
earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Merciful God, You established Your Church and endowed her with Your Word  
and Your Sacraments. Bless all pastors and missionaries as they serve us in 
Your name with Your gifts and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Mighty God, You have set over us leaders who exercise the authority of the state  
  for our protection against enemies and for justice against evildoers. Bless our  
  president, the Congress of these United States, and all who make, administer,  
  and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Compassionate God, Your Son was wounded for our transgressions, and in His  
  wounds are healing and strength. Hear us on behalf of all the sick, those who  
  suffer, the grieving, and the dying, [especially . . .]. Grant them all that is needed  
  to support them in their hour of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  God of grace, You have given to us the gift of work and the privilege of using the  
  fruits of our labors for the support of our families and ourselves. Give us a  
  generous heart that we give aid to the poor and honor to You with the worship of  
  our hearts and the tithes and offerings of our hands. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Blessed Father, Your Son has set His Table before us and offers to us His flesh  
  as our food and His blood as our drink. Give us hearts of faith and fill us with  
  repentance that what we receive from Him we keep faithfully until that day when  
  we join all Your saints to rejoice in Your presence on high. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
  trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER           
 
People:           Our Father who art in heaven, 
                             hallowed be Thy name, 
                             Thy kingdom come, 
                             Thy will be done on earth 
                                  as it is in heaven; 
                             give us this day our daily bread; 
                             and forgive us our trespasses 
                                  as we forgive those 
                                  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL  

 

Pastor:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                               In Christ Alone 

Verse 1 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

Verse 2 
 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

Verse 3 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

Verse 4 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 


